
 

   THE VIEW 

FROM SAN RAMON 
Volume 37, Number 4  December 2020 

 

 

Virtual Holiday Party! 
 

Date: Sunday, December 13 

Time: 3:00–5:00 PM 

Place: Yours (Zoom event) 

 
(See Page 4 for Details) 

 

AAUW MISSION AND DIVERSITY STATEMENTS 
American Association of University Women advances gender equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy. In 

principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks an inclusive membership, workforce, leadership team, and board of directors. There shall 

be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, geographical 

location, national origin, race, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status.
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2020–2021 Board 

CO-PRESIDENTS 
Chris Burchik   
Lucy Weed   

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENTS 
Chris Burchik   
Lucy Weed   

 

CO-PRESIDENTS ELECT 
Janice Colby  
Kathleen Schaub  

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, PROGRAM 
Leslie Adams   
MaryJane Keogh   
Kathy Senti   

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, MEMBERSHIP 
Betsy Hoffmann  
Margo James  
Alice Miller  

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, THE FUND 
Pam Bugbee  
Elaine Graves  

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, SCHOLARSHIP 
Julie Gin   
Susan Walker-Christensen  
Loranne Weir  

 

VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE 
Claire Mailhiot  

 

CO-RECORDING SECRETARIES 
 Judy Bracken 
 Beth Robertson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AAUW San Ramon Information 

Websites: 
Branch Website: www.sanramon-ca.aauw.net 
Webmaster: Isabel Lau (Isabel.lau13@gmail.com) 
Association website: www.aauw.org 
CA State website: www.aauw-ca.org 
CCC IBC website: ccc-ibc-ca.aauw.net 

Branch mailing address: 
P.O. Box 336, San Ramon, CA 94583 

Branch e-mail address: 
aauwsr@gmail.com 

Facebook: San Ramon University Women/AAUW 

Instagram: SanRamonAAUW 

Appointed Officers 

ART & WIND FESTIVAL 

Janet Williams  
 

COMMUNICATION 

Isabel Lau  
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Lois Kamoroff  
 

HOSPITALITY/FELLOWSHIP 

Betsy Hoffmann  
Andree Chagnon  

 
NEWSLETTER 

Marsha Froines  

Carol Lombardi  

 
PUBLIC POLICY 

Cindy Alpert  
 

TECH TREK 

Marielle Boortz  
Cordelia Hwang  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.sanramon-ca.aauw.net/
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Co-President’s Pen 

 

 
 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Thank you to our Program VPs for creating a fun, festive 

holiday party, which will be on December 13, 2020. There 

will be games and prizes that will make for an interesting 

afternoon. Due to COVID-19, the holiday party will be 

held via Zoom. If you have not already done so, please 

RSVP via E-vite so the Zoom link will be sent to you. 

More information is on page 4. 

 

Our Program VPs also organized an interesting November 

program about Personal Emergency Preparedness 

featuring Cliff Buxton, a San Ramon CERT Instructor and 

Emergency Management Specialist. Hopefully, this 

program prompted and helped you to get prepared for that 

unforeseen emergency. 

 

If you have not checked our website (sanramon-

ca.aauw.net) and Instagram (sanramonaauw) recently, you 

will find that they have been updated and are very 

informative. A members-only section has past newsletters, 

directory, information on special interest groups, and of 

course the bylaws and Policies and Procedures! Thank you 

to Isabel Lau for keeping these updated as well as 

updating our Facebook page. 

 

As COVID-19 rages on, please have a safe holiday this 

year. May the vaccines be near so we can celebrate next 

year as we wish with our family and friends. 

 

Happy Holidays to all of you! 

 

Lucy Weed 

Co-President with Chris Burchik 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salary Negotiation Workshops 

 

Free AAUW Work Smart salary negotiation 

workshops will be presented via Zoom in 

December. The workshops will be hosted by the 

Friends of the Commission on the Status of 

Women, San Francisco, facilitated by AAUW 

National, and funded by the AAUW San 

Francisco Branch.  

 

The webinars are free and open to all, across 

California and beyond.  

 

Dates: December 1 and December 8 

 

Time: 11:30 AM–1:00 PM PST 

Register: Click HERE for links to 

The workshops or  

paste the following into your browser: 

https://www.friendscosw.org/events.html 

 

If you have questions or registration problems, 

please contact Verna Liza Caba, Executive 

Director of Friends at 

vernaliza@friendscosw.org or (415) 779-6636. 

 
Submitted by Chris Burchik, Co-President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy December Birthdays 
 

  Beth Allen    
  Marielle Boortz    
  Sherri Hedman    
  Angela Godin    
  Lois Kamoroff    
  Brenda Hill    
  Laurie Dennen    
 

 

 

https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/PgVTfTYKZ892xQxTxWarFkBg/6lg8925428jAF7nZsOhM5vTQ/jCMB0I892ER892fe763lf1UDZpTw
https://www.friendscosw.org/events.html
mailto:vernaliza@friendscosw.org


 4 

Program 

 

 
 

Virtual Holiday Party! 

 

Date: Sunday, December 13 

Time: 3:00–5:00 PM 

Place: Yours (Zoom event) 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to RSVP by December 6 for the Holiday 

Party! Start brushing up on your Bingo and Trivia skills! 

Start planning the decorations for your Zoom area! And 

don’t forget to set aside your favorite holiday outfit! 

 

Our Holiday Virtual Party will include an easy online 

Bingo game with prizes for all first-place winners! 

Members who have sent in their RSVP will receive the 

game’s information via e-mail prior to the party. 

 

Holiday Trivia will follow! You and your “break-out 

group” will have the opportunity to test your knowledge of 

traditions from around the world! 

 

Finally, you get to select your favorite decorated “Zoom 

area” so remember to spruce up your spot with as much 

holiday cheer as you like. Votes will be cast via e-mail; 

the winner will be announced in the January newsletter! 

 

And following the Decorating Contest is your time to visit 

with fellow party-goers! 

 

 

 

 

 

As this is a Zoom event, the link for the Zoom call and 

reminders will be e-mailed prior to the party. We hope to 

see you there! 

 

Leslie Adams 

Co-Vice President, Program with 

Kathy Senti and Mary Jane Keogh 

 

 
 

 

Local Scholarship 

 

 
 

Update on Scholarship Recipient 
 

I am thrilled to share some information about another 

success for one of our high school scholarship recipients. 

 

Sydney Louie, who graduated from California High 

School in 2017, graduated Summa Cum Laude from UC 

Santa Cruz in June 2020 with Highest Honors in 

Literature. 

 

Sydney entered the law school and UC Davis School of 

Law, and she will be part of the class of 2023. 

 

Sydney is also the granddaughter of one of our members, 

Linda Louie. Congratulations to Sydney and her proud 

family! 

 
Susan Walker-Christensen 

Co-Vice President, Local Scholarship with 

Julie Gin and Loranne Weir 

Committee Members: Sally Blackwell, Pam Bugbee, 

Pat Campbell, Anna Fehrenbach, Dayna Hannum, 

Patty Nobles, and Sally Scholl 
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Membership 

 

 
 

Membership Matters 
 

New Members 

We welcome new members Sara Lashanlo and Rebecca 

Said! We look forward to seeing you virtually at our many 

programs, events, and fundraising activities. Thank you, 

Isabel Lau and Luz Gomez, for sharing with Sara, and 

Margo James for sharing with Rebecca those qualities that 

make our San Ramon branch unique and special. We are 

so pleased to have Sherri Hedman rejoin our branch as a 

dual member from Walla Walla, Washington! 

Membership Directory 

When you receive your updated AAUW San Ramon 

Branch Directory, please check your personal listing and 

verify that all information is correct. Be sure to contact 

Margo James with any changes or corrections so that we 

can keep you updated on all of our wonderful programs 

and events. 

Virtual Holiday Party December 13 

We look forward to seeing you at our Virtual Holiday 

Party on December 13 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM! It will 

be held via Zoom. Contact Margo James if you would like 

help with participating in Zoom events. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to get to know each other in a 

festive setting. Check your e-mail for the Evite invitation, 

sent out on November 9 with a reminder sent on 

November 22, for more information and to RSVP. A 

separate e-mail will be sent with details of games and 

activities, along with the Zoom link to join the party. 

Please contact Leslie Adams if you have any questions 

about the party. 

Member Outreach 

We are thankful for our 108 members and the continuing 

support of the AAUW mission, the San Ramon Branch, 

our events, Interest Groups, and fundraising. It is often 

said that AAUW is the best-kept secret. It is up to every 

member to walk the membership walk, talk the talk, and 

help keep our branch strong. Thank you for spreading the 

word, recruiting new members, and being inclusive and 

welcoming! Betsy Hoffmann is continuing to reach out to 

our members, keeping in touch and finding those who 

need assistance. Please let her know if you or another 

would like assistance or a call. 

 

Happy Holidays from the Membership Team! 

Alice Miller 

Co-Vice President, Membership with 

Margo James and Betsy Hoffmann 

 
Member Spotlight 

Brenda Uranga 

 
 

Birthplace and Other Places I’ve Lived 

I was born in the San Joaquin Valley (Merced, CA). My 

family moved to my father’s childhood city of Grand 

Rapids, Michigan while I was still a young baby and we 

stayed there until I was 5 years old. Then my family 

moved back to California (Castro Valley), where we 

stayed for the remainder of my childhood and beyond. 

 

Education 

I spent my first two years of college at Chabot College in 

Hayward and transferred to CSU–Hayward (now East 

Bay) and earned my degree in Accounting/Finance 1987. 

 

Spouse 

My husband Eric and I met while working together at 

Sears in Hayward while he was a graduate student at 

Berkeley and I was at Chabot College. We were married 

in 1988 and, being the big-time animal lovers that we are, 

we had our reception at the Snow Building of the Oakland 

Zoo. Eric will soon retire after 25 years working in 

Community Development at the City of Livermore. He’s 

been an ultra-marathon runner for about 15 years. He also 

enjoys visiting/hiking/backpacking at national parks and 

collecting rare older books. 

 

Children 

My two children were born and raised in San Ramon. 

They attended Bollinger Canyon Elementary, Iron Horse 

Middle School, and California High School.  

 

 Continued on next page 
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Membership, continued 

 
My daughter, Jacqueline, graduated in 2015 from 

Bowdoin College in Maine with a history/governmental 

affairs degree. She then moved back to the Bay Area and 

became a successful SEIU labor organizer for three years. 

She is now in her third year as a Root Public Interest 

Scholar at NYU Law.  

 

My son, Alexander, graduated from California College of 

the Arts in May with a BA in Industrial Design. He 

currently resides and works in Berkeley. From a young 

age, Alex was always very much a DIY guy, having spent 

his adolescent years specializing in stop-motion animation 

and industrial arts. Today he is often busy making lovely 

wood furniture or working hard alongside his college 

mentors on publicly commissioned art sculptures, which 

he enjoys immensely. 

 

Significant Mentor or Hero 

My heroes of my life were my maternal grandparents 

Ellsworth and Letha Brown, who overcame significant 

hardship growing up in the early 1900s very poor and with 

little education in the panhandle of Oklahoma. After they 

married in the mid-1930s, they escaped their Dust Bowl 

farmland home and traveled west to the San Joaquin 

Valley, where they settled and built their lives until their 

deaths in the late 1990s (yes, very similar to the Steinbeck 

Grapes of Wrath story). As for myself, I experienced 

much turmoil in my childhood home life (with an 

alcoholic, irresponsible father and a severely mentally ill 

mother), so I would escape to my grandparents’ home in 

Merced each summer, where they instilled in me the 

immense value of education and their tremendous 

admiration of democratic politics. They felt this way 

because they never forgot the great benefits of FDR’s New 

Deal and all that it allowed them to accomplish in their 

extremely underprivileged young lives. 

 

Current and Previous Employment 

I’m currently working as an accounting analyst for the San 

Ramon Valley Unified School District, where I’ve been 

employed since the fall of 2018. Previously I had worked 

for many years in the software industry at various 

positions, including finance and inside sales. 

 

Current Interests and Pastimes 

I’m a bit of a fitness freak (previously a gym rat), and I 

take almost daily HIIT (high-intensity interval training) 

classes. They help maintain both my physical and mental 

well-being—especially during these crazy COVID times. 

 

I’ve also been an avid political junkie for most of my adult 

life, ever since I first became a campaign intern/volunteer 

for a local state senator while I was a senior in high school 

in 1982. I continued to work in politics as a field 

representative for a state assemblyman in San Leandro  

 

through most of my college years…but then, as I struggled 

financially to pay my way through college, I suddenly 

stepped away from politics and more into corporate 

finance for a long while. These were my so-called 

“practical” years in the 1990s and into the early 2000s. At 

that time, I was working very long hours in the software 

industry while raising my children with my husband in 

San Ramon, and I had very little time for work in politics. 

In more recent years, I’ve been more involved with 

political groups such as Indivisible East Bay and Protect 

Democracy. I’m also a newer member of the San Ramon 

Valley Democratic Club. 

 

I’ve also always been a film buff (both old and newer 

movies), and so I very much enjoy watching and 

discussing quality films. I also love great television for 

that matter. 

 

I enjoy reading books, both fiction and non-fiction. 

Historical fiction is my favorite genre. I’ve been an active 

member of my book club since its inception in 2001, and I 

always have a good time with the engaging discussions 

our group has each month. 

 

Lastly, I love to listen to popular music of all types (rock, 

country, alternative…even show tunes from Broadway). 

Most evenings you can see me rocking out while washing 

dishes or vacuuming all the pet hair in my house, as my 

dog Kayla and cat Chachi seem to shed a lot each day. 

 

Memorable Experiences/ 

Adventures/Accomplishments 

In 2007 my husband, kids, and I actually climbed Half 

Dome in Yosemite together. I’m ashamed to admit that my 

children were only 14 and 9 years old at the time when I 

permitted them to scale up those scary and very dangerous 

mountain cables all the way to the mountain top. So glad 

we survived it! 

 

Something That Might Surprise People 

I’m mysteriously able to name most all popular music 

tunes since the mid-1950s within two or three notes (Name 

That Tune-style) of the song’s introduction. It’s become a 

fun trick I’ve participated in with friends and family over 

the years. 
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Fund 

 

 
 

During the month of October, AAUW California 

sponsored two webinars to meet the 2020–2021 AAUW 

CA Fellows/Grant recipients. Hopefully, some of you 

were able to watch or listen to all or some of both of the 

webinars. If not, during the next few months we will be 

spotlighting a different recipient in the newsletter so you 

can better know the talent and hard work of our recipients 

and the impact your precious donations make!! 

 

How Much Do We Need to Raise? 
 

The goal for 2020–2021 for Fund for our AAUW San 

Ramon Branch is $3,000. 

 

How Can You Donate? 
 

Simply click the following link: 

https://sanramon-ca.aauw.net/give-now/. Select “Use My 

Gift Where It Is Needed Most (Greatest Needs Fund)” and 

don’t forget to use your AAUW Member ID so our branch 

receives the credit! 

 

What Type of Fellowships and Grants 
Are Awarded? 

 

There are various types of Fellowships and Grants 

awarded. Below are a sampling of just a few. 

 

American Fellowship 
 

The American Fellowship program began in 1888, a time 

when women were discouraged from pursuing an 

education. It is AAUW’s largest fellowship program and 

the oldest non-institutional source of graduate funding for 

women in the United States. AAUW American 

Fellowships support women scholars who are pursuing 

full-time study to complete dissertations, conducting 

postdoctoral research full time, or preparing research for 

publication for eight consecutive weeks. 

 

Career Development Grant 
 

Career Development Grants provide funding to women 

who hold a bachelor’s degree and are preparing to advance 

or change careers or re-enter the workforce in education, 

health and medical sciences, or social sciences. 

 

Primary consideration is given to women of color and 

women pursuing their first advanced degree or credentials 

in nontraditional fields. 

 

Community Action Grants 
 

Community Action Grants provide funding to individuals, 

AAUW branches, and AAUW state organizations as well 

as community-based nonprofits for innovative programs 

that promote education and equity through projects 

focused on encouraging girls to select, before entering 

college, the physical sciences or engineering as a career. 

Since 1972, AAUW has provided support to hundreds of 

communities across the United States. 

 

Research Publication Grants in 
Engineering, Medicine, and Science 

 

Having a strong publication record is a key to receiving 

promotions and tenure in engineering, medicine, and 

science. Yet persistent gender stereotypes and bias in these 

fields can make it difficult for women to find the time and 

institutional support needed to publish their research. 

These grants help women overcome these barriers by 

funding research projects that will culminate in scholarly 

publications. This is a grant for women conducting basic 

research in engineering, medicine, or the physical or 

biological sciences and who have a doctorate degree in 

one of those fields. Grantees are required to publish their 

research in a scholarly scientific publication and be listed 

as a primary author. 

 

Pam Bugbee 

Co-Vice President, Fund with Elaine Graves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://sanramon-ca.aauw.net/give-now/
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Tech Trek 

 

 
 

Although the California residential Tech Trek camps were 

on hiatus for 2020 due to the health mandates of the 

pandemic, the Tech Trek program hopefully won’t be dark 

for another season. Planning continues on virtual camps 

for Summer 2021. The AAUW CA Tech Trek 

Coordinators have sent a survey about a proposed virtual 

2021 camp program to branch Tech Trek coordinators 

with responses due December 15, 2020. The longer-term 

goal remains to resume residential Tech Trek camps as 

soon as health and safety conditions allow, hopefully in 

2022. 

 

Meanwhile, the branch has continued to provide past San 

Ramon Tech Trek girls with information about engaging 

STEM activities, and they have been very grateful. The 

latest item is a series of STEM-related webinars, which is 

open to all high school girls and presented by the Orinda-

Moraga-Lafayette AAUW branch. If you know anyone 

who might be interested (e.g., a granddaughter or 

neighbor), more information is available at https://oml-

ca.aauw.net/girls4stem-webinars/.  

 

Our branch’s one big Tech Trek fundraiser is scheduled 

for February 15, 2021 at Gianni’s Italian Bistro. So please, 

save the date! Look for details in upcoming newsletters. A 

volunteer (or more) will be needed to coordinate the 

event with the Gianni’s folks, who are pros at this. If 

you’re willing to help, please contact Marielle or me. 

 

Please remember the Tech Trek girls (rising 7th graders) 

when making your holiday charitable donations. 

 

Cordelia Hwang 

Tech Trek Co-Coordinator with Marielle Boortz 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Communications 

 
AUUW CA Communications Team 
Supports Member Engagement! 

 

Using a variety of techniques, the communications team 

has successfully engaged members while supporting a 

number of important board initiatives. 

 

• A whopping 83% of branches have attended the 

twice-monthly webinar series. With topics ranging 

from fundraising techniques to the importance of 

public policy and how to hold a virtual Speech Trek 

competition, everyone can find a topic of interest. 

Missed any of the 12 webinars that have been held 

since the beginning of July? Want to know what is 

coming next? See our webinar schedule online HERE. 

• Engagement in social media climbed as the GOTV 

(Get Out The Vote) campaign encouraged members to 

be active on any channel of social media. We saw the 

engagement on our own Facebook, Instagram, 

Twitter, and LinkedIn accounts skyrocket as a result. 

• Public Policy got a facelift this month so you can find 

information more easily. Check out the new format 

HERE.  

 

There are many opportunities to work behind the scenes 

making AAUW California more visible by optimizing 

messages, supporting our website and webinars, and 

maintaining a variety of information. We expect additional 

opportunities as we engage with the new marketing 

initiative. If you have skills you’d like to share, submit an 

application to join the team. You can use your red pen to 

edit, embrace your love for spreadsheets to track 

information, solve the puzzle of how to best share 

information on our website, and design newsletters. If you 

want to get involved, apply HERE. We’ll work with you 

to find the perfect spot and even provide training if you 

have the passion. 

 

Isabel Lau 

Communications Chair 

 

 

 
 

 

https://oml-ca.aauw.net/girls4stem-webinars/
https://oml-ca.aauw.net/girls4stem-webinars/
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/4yLbvTL3FDN1I8FdIjC4oQ/EsOmDu7FcOpZnKGGdrXpQQ/Lv8PDz9HmQwqISy0zk2hKg
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/4yLbvTL3FDN1I8FdIjC4oQ/tw8U8eQvbV5rheNIgg763mMw/Lv8PDz9HmQwqISy0zk2hKg
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/4yLbvTL3FDN1I8FdIjC4oQ/tw8U8eQvbV5rheNIgg763mMw/Lv8PDz9HmQwqISy0zk2hKg
https://bor.aauw-ca.org/sendy/l/4yLbvTL3FDN1I8FdIjC4oQ/4892gg17B1zrtwuz4foWU4rg/Lv8PDz9HmQwqISy0zk2hKg
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Public Policy 

 

 
 

Milestones and More To Do 
 

Now that the elections are over, there are milestones to 

celebrate and still more work to do to achieve equity for 

women and girls. With the election of Kamala Harris as 

Vice President, AAUW recognizes this achievement with 

comments from our CEO Kimberly Churches as well as 

other notable spokespeople. You can read these uplifting 

messages on the AAUW websites listed below: 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/aauw-

statement-on-the-election-of-joe-biden-and-kamala-harris/ 

 https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/celebrating-

another-series-of-firsts/ 

 

Now the hard work begins. AAUW CA is very focused on 

racial equity. AAUW CA Public Policy Committee issued 

this article on this topic. I encourage you to read it and 

make a personal goal to learn more about the topic.  

 

In 2020, a widespread protest movement has emerged, 

clearly and loudly demanding greater racial equity through 

systemic change. This protest movement is in line with the 

core mission of AAUW: “To advance gender equity for 

women and girls through research, education, and 

advocacy.” How are these two aligned? AAUW’s central 

mission statement implies a focus on ALL women and 

girls. To achieve this mission, we must demand greater 

equity for Black women and girls. 

 

At the national level, AAUW has acknowledged that the 

organization has historically fallen short of this goal, as it 

has lacked diversity and inclusion in leadership, 

membership, and focus. AAUW has taken concrete steps 

to create organizational change, to better address their 

mission of serving all women. 

 

Individual AAUW members can also take concrete steps 

to make sure that the inclusive mission of AAUW is made 

into a reality—here with a specific focus on racial equity 

for Black women and girls. One way this can be done is 

through white members learning about and engaging in 

anti-racism and white ally-ship.  

 

 

 

Anti-racism is the active practice of calling out racism 

when it is encountered, which may include having 

uncomfortable conversations about race and racism in 

everyday life. Non-racism, the internal and often silent 

opposition to racism, is positive, but it is not enough to 

create necessary change. Related to anti-racism is white 

ally-ship. White allies are people who make the long-term 

commitments and efforts necessary to recognize their 

racially based privilege and who continually work in 

solidarity with oppressed groups engaged in institutional 

and political struggles for justice. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

 

Cindy Alpert 

Public Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/aauw-statement-on-the-election-of-joe-biden-and-kamala-harris/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/aauw-statement-on-the-election-of-joe-biden-and-kamala-harris/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/celebrating-another-series-of-firsts/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/celebrating-another-series-of-firsts/
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Interest Groups 

 
LUNCH BUNCH 

First Tuesday 
Tuesday, December 1; 11:30 AM 

Via Zoom videoconference 

This will be another virtual Lunch Bunch meeting as we 

continue to battle COVID. Your Zoom link will be sent to 

you via e-mail. To join the e-mail reminder list, contact: 

Marsha Froines  

 

 

GAME NIGHT 

First Saturday 
Saturday, December 5; 7:30 PM 

Via Zoom videoconference 

More information about the Zoom call will be sent prior to 

December 5. 

Questions? Contact Lucy Weed   

 

 

DAYTIME READERS 

Second Monday 
Monday, December 14; 1:00–3:00 PM 

Via Zoom videoconference 

We are reading Kindred by Octavia Butler. Kathleen 

Schaub will lead the discussion. 

For questions, or to be put on the e-mail distribution list to 

receive a Zoom invitation, please contact  

Margo James  

 

 

BRIDGE 

Third Tuesday 
Tuesday, December 15; 7:00–10:00 PM 

Via BridgeBase 

Hostess: Chris White 

 

 

RSVP required: Contact hostess as soon as possible to 

let hostess know if you are playing or not. We will be 

videoconferencing and using BridgeBase for our bridge 

game online. 

 

Questions? Contact Chris White  

 

 

 

Interest Groups 

 
FOURTH FRIDAY FLICKS (FFF)  
Friday, December 18 **Special Date** 

 

Mary Venkat is the Movie Picker and Organizer for 

December. 

 

Because we can’t gather to go see a film together, we hold 

a virtual discussion on movie night. We have all watched 

the Organizer’s selected movie independently prior to 

movie night, and then the Organizer for that month leads 

the discussion. Usually the movies can be watched via 

Netflix or Amazon Prime, or some other source easily 

accessible to us. It has been fun, and we have had some 

very interesting discussions. All you need to do is 

download Zoom and Chris White will send you an 

invitation to be part of the discussion. 

 

More Info for Movie Fans: AARP is offering free films on 

Fridays at 5:00 PM, but you need to register ahead of time. 

The movies have been varied, but enjoyable. It's sort of a 

weird time, but check it out if you are interested. Here's 

the link: To find out about new AARP Movie Night 

screenings, please visit: https://aarp.cvent.com/variety. 

 

Contact: Chris White  

 

 

 

THE NIGHT BOOK GROUP 

Third Monday 
Monday, December 21; 7:00 PM 

Via Zoom videoconference 

Alice Miller will review The Giver of Stars by Jojo 

Moyes. 

Questions? Contact Cheri Ng  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aarp.cvent.com/variety
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Interest Groups 

 

TRAVEL GROUP 
Save the Date: Saturday, January 16, 2021 

Chris and Steve Burchik will discuss their trip to Northern 

Italy. Highlights included visiting Lake Como, Lago 

d’Iseo, and Lake Garda; hiking through the spectacular 

Dolomite Mountains; and riding the Bernina Red train into 

Switzerland. 

 

Anne Hayden 

Co-chair, AAUW Travel Group 

 

Renae Buckser 

Co-chair, AAUW Travel Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Our Donors 
More than just restaurants! 

 

The following is an updated list of Tri-Valley businesses 

who generously donated gift certificates and cards as well 

as items or services to our last Gala Fundraiser in 2019. In 

the spirit of mutual support, we encourage our members to 

patronize the following businesses AND let them know 

you are from the San Ramon Branch of AAUW. These 

businesses need our support now more than ever! 

 

Alamo Ace Hardware–Blackhawk, Amici’s East Coast 

Pizzeria and Pasta, Bankhead Theater, Basque 

Boulangerie Bakery, Beau & Bella A Modern Day Spa, 

Bent Creek Winery in Livermore, Big Five, Black Angus, 

Blackhawk Auto Museum, BR Nails, Brass Door 

Restaurant, Bridges Golf Course, Bridges Restaurant,  

Buckhorn Grill, Burma Experience Restaurant–

Pleasanton, Café Attila, Cambiati Wellness, Canyon Lakes 

Golf and Brewery, Chamois Carwash–Blackhawk, 

Cheesecake Factory, Chili’s, Christine’s Beauty Salon, 

Cinemark–Blackhawk, Club Sport, Concannon Winery, 

Costco, Crow Canyon Country Club, Dairy Queen, Dana’s 

Restaurant, Danville Chocolates, Danville Bowl, Danville 

Olde Town Bakery, Dublin Iceland, Dublin Ranch Golf 

Course, Earl Anthony’s Dublin Bowl (temporarily closed),  

Edible Arrangements–Blackhawk, El Charro Restaurant, 

Elements Massage, Esin Restaurant, Frankie, Johnny & 

Luigi Too, Gianni’s, Golden Sand Harbor Restaurant, 

Habit Burger Grill, Heller Jewelers, Home Depot, Hop 

Yard American Alehouse & Grill, Joy Perkins (Omnibus 

Organizing), Katy’s Korner, Law Offices of Patricia 

Leong, Linda Hamilton (LuLaRoe Clothing), Lindsay 

Wildlife Experience, Locanda Ravello, Luna Loca, 

Lunardi’s Market, Ma Jolie Salon, Main Street Kitchen–

Walnut Creek, Marine Mammal Center, Mark 

Stephenson–Photographer, Martial Arts America, 

McDonald’s, Mod Pizza, Mountain Mike’s Pizza, New 

Moon Restaurant, Nob Hill Foods, Noland’s Cake Shop, 

Nothing Bundt Cakes–Dublin, Oakland Zoo, Oksana 

Elegant Grooming, Pacific Catch, Panda Express, Patxi’s 

Pizza, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, Pete’s Brass Rail & Car 

Wash, Quarry Hill Botanical–Glen Ellen, Rakestraw 

Books, Rigatoni’s, Rolls Deli (temporarily closed), San 

Ramon Marriott, Shabu Shabu, Shampooches, Sky 

Terrace Vineyard, Sports Basement–San Ramon, Sprouts, 

Starbucks (any), Strizzi’s, Subway, Target–San Ramon, 

Terra Cotta Outdoor Living, The Lot, Three Brothers from 

China, Trader Joe’s, True Food Kitchen–WC, UPS Store–

Marketplace, Walmart, Worth Group (Peasant and Pear), 

Yersen’s Gelato Cakes, Zachary’s Pizza–San Ramon 
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DECEMBER 2020 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1     11:30AM 

Lunch Bunch 

Marsha 

Froines 

 

2 3 4 5     7:30 PM 

Game Night 

Lucy Weed 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

 

Hanukkah 

begins 

11 12 

13   3:00–5:00 

PM 

Virtual 

Holiday Party 

Leslie Adams 

 

14     1:00 PM 

Daytime 

Readers 

Margo James 

 

15     7:00 PM 

Bridge 

Chris White 

 

16 17    

 

18 

Fourth Friday 

Flicks 

Mary Venkat 

**Special 

Date 

 

Hanukkah 

ends 

19     

         7:00 PM 

Board Meeting 

Chris Burchik 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

20 21     7:00 PM 

Night Book 

Group 

Cheri Ng 

 

22 23 24 25 

Merry 

Christmas 

 

26 

Kwanzaa 

begins 

27 28 29 30 31  

Happy New 

Year 

 
Kwanzaa ends 

 

 

Snippets 
 

Pauline Nolte was elected as a Justice of the Peace in her new town of Waterbury, Vermont last November 3, 2020. 

Congratulations, Pauline! 

 

If you have a Snippet item (family events, career changes, etc.) that you would like to share with branch members, please 

contact Marsha Froines. This column depends on member contributions. 

 

Save the Dates 
 

January 9, 10:00 AM: Mental Health Spa Day 

January 16: Travel Group presents Northern Italy 

February 15: Tips for Change Fundraiser at Gianni’s 


