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Membership Renewal Time 

Support AAUW Through Fund 

You Can… 

Create Change. 

Advance Equity. 

Empower Women and Girls 

With a Single Donation to AAUW Fund. 

One AAUW.  One Mission.  One Fund. 
 

 
 

Together, We Will Get Through This. 
 

AAUW MISSION AND DIVERSITY STATEMENTS 
American Association of University Women advances gender equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy. In 

principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks an inclusive membership, workforce, leadership team, and board of directors. There shall 

be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, geographical 

location, national origin, race, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status.
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2019–2020 Board 

CO-PRESIDENTS 

Chris Burchik   
Lucy Weed   

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Millie Kessler  
 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, PROGRAM 

Leslie Adams   
MaryJane Keogh   
Kathy Senti   

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, MEMBERSHIP 

Betsy Hoffmann  
Margo James  
Alice Miller  

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, THE FUND 

Elaine Graves  
Millie Kessler  

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, SCHOLARSHIP 

 Julie Gin 
 Susan Walker-Christensen 
Loranne Weir  

 

VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE 

Claire Mailhiot  
 

CO-RECORDING SECRETARIES 

Judy Bracken  
Pam Bugbee  

 
 

AAUW San Ramon Information 

Websites: 
Branch Website: www.sanramon-ca.ca.aauw.net 
Webmaster: Isabel Lau (Isabel.lau13@gmail.com) 
Association website: www.aauw.org 
CA State website: www.aauw-ca.org 
CCC IBC website: cbc-ibc-ca.aauw.org 

Branch mailing address: 
P.O. Box 336, San Ramon, CA 94583 

Branch e-mail address: 
aauwsr@gmail.com 

Facebook: San Ramon University Women/AAUW 

Appointed Officers 

ART & WIND FESTIVAL 

Janet Williams  
 

COMMUNICATION 

Isabel Lau  
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Lois Kamoroff  
 

HOSPITALITY/FELLOWSHIP 

Betsy Hoffmann  
Andree Chagnon  

 
NEWSLETTER 

   Marsha Froines 
Carol Lombardi  

 
PUBLIC POLICY 

Cindy Alpert  
 

TECH TREK 

Marielle Boortz  
Cordelia Hwang  

 

TELEPHONE TREE 

Renee Coles  
Lois Kamoroff  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sanramon-ca.ca.aauw.net/
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President's Pen 

 

 
 

By the time you read this we probably will have moved 

into the next phase of our new reality of social distancing 

and sheltering in place, most likely an extension for the 

public good to ensure our safety. Lucy and I sincerely 

hope that you and your families are healthy and 

weathering any personal hardships this crisis has caused. 

 

As a branch, we have overcome some obstacles of not 

having in-person meetings. We have enjoyed the technical 

advances of Zoom for our April board meeting, smaller 

committee meetings, and book groups. If any other Special 

Interest Groups would like to connect on Zoom, please 

contact Lucy to reserve a space to use our Zoom account. 

 

The election of the branch board of directors is usually 

held at an April program. Due to its cancellation, this year 

the election of officers for 2020–2021 was done via an 

electronic ballot using Google Forms. Our thanks to our 

past president Cindy Alpert and her husband, Gary, for 

quickly providing a workable solution for continuing the 

work of the branch! More than 49 members voted and the 

vote was unanimous for the slate of officers shown on the 

right. 

 

The annual May Celebration Dinner has been cancelled as 

well as our ice cream sales fundraiser at the San Ramon 

Art & Wind Festival. AAUW CA has cancelled all Tech 

Trek camps for 7th graders for this year. Please see the 

article on page 5 of this issue for more details regarding 

this disappointing but expected decision. 

 

At our April board meeting, the members decided that it 

would be a good idea to personally connect with our 

members during this difficult time to check in, offer help 

if needed, and provide the San Ramon Senior Hotline 

number: 925 973-3250. You may expect to receive a call 

if you have not already heard from one of our board 

members. Also, please see the last page of this newsletter 

for San Ramon resources for COVID-19. 

 

I’d like to remind you that membership renewal is 

underway, so please refer to the information and 

instructions in the Membership article on page 4. 

 

Again, we want to acknowledge the tireless efforts of our 

newsletter editors, Marsha Froines and Carol Lombardi, to 

bring us news of the branch and, most important, keep us 

connected. Thank you! 

 

Chris Burchik 

Co-President with Lucy Weed 

 

 

AAUW San Ramon 
Board of Directors 

2020–2021 
 

CO-PRESIDENTS 
Chris Burchik and Lucy Weed 

 

IMMDIATE PAST CO-PRESIDENTS 
Chris Burchik and Lucy Weed 

 

CO-PRESIDENTS ELECT 
Janice Colby and Kathleen Shaub 

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, PROGRAM 
Leslie Adams, Mary Jane Keogh, and Kathy Senti 

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, MEMBERSHIP 
Betsy Hoffmann, Margo James, and Alice Miller 

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, THE FUND 
Elaine Graves 

Open 

 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, SCHOLARSHIP 
Julie Gin, Susan Walker-Christensen, and Loranne Weir 

 

VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE 
Claire Mailhiot 

 

CO-RECORDING SECRETARIES 
Judy Bracken and Beth Robertson 

 

Chris Burchik 

Co-President with Lucy Weed 
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Membership 

 

 
 

Membership Matters 
 

AAUW membership matters! AAUW has been 

transforming women’s lives for more than a century. And 

now that we’ve won the fight to give women equal access 

to education, we’re taking on one of the most defining 

issues of our time: gender equity. But we can’t do it alone. 

Your AAUW membership will help close the gender pay 

gap by 2030, ensure schools and workplaces are free of 

discrimination and harassment, and create more 

opportunities for women to lead. It will also connect you 

to a powerful network of more than 170,000 women and 

men across the country who are as passionate as you are 

about building a fairer future. (https://www.aauw.org/) 

 

Membership Renewal Time Is Here! 
 

AAUW branch memberships will expire on June 30, and 

our branch begins a new membership and fiscal year on 

July 1. A renewal notice has been sent out to all current 

members by e-mail, so please check your computer’s 

inbox. 

 

The simplest, fastest, and most efficient way to renew is 

by using a credit card to renew by e-mail. Look for an 

e-mail message sent to you from 

memberinfo@aauw.org with the subject “AAUW 

Membership Renewal for Fiscal Year 2021” that will 

contain your unique renewal link. You’ll see that you 

do not need to log in; just click and renew! It is that 

simple.  

 

If you did not receive this e-mail message, please check 

your spam/junk folder. If it is not there, just contact the 

Membership VPs and we can have it sent to you again.  

 

We strongly encourage you to renew using this e-mail 

link. It is quick and easy for you, and it saves time, 

resources, and money for the branch. 

 

If you prefer to pay by check, please print the e-mail that 

you receive. Note any changes to your contact information 

on the form. Mail the form with your dues check payable 

to AAUW San Ramon to our VP of Finance, Claire 

Mailhiot. 

 

 

As a reminder, AAUW Membership dues are $99. 

National dues are $59, of which $56 is tax deductible as a 

charitable contribution, and $3 is not because it supports 

the AAUW Action Fund's Section 501(c)(4) Lobby Corps 

and get-out-the-vote activities. California dues are $20 and 

branch dues are $20. Life members pay only state and 

branch dues, and dual members pay only branch dues. 

 

If you would like to include a donation to the AAUW 

Fund with your dues, it can be paid with the same check. 

For example, if your dues are $99 and you wish to donate 

$10, write a check for $109. If there is a particular cause 

that you would like to support, please specify it. If you 

renew via e-mail, you will be given the option to include a 

donation at that time. 

 

Many thanks in advance to all members who renew before 

the end of June. It really makes a difference in helping the 

branch to run smoothly and frees up more of our time and 

energy to focus on accomplishing branch goals and 

fulfilling AAUW’s mission. 

 

Keep in Touch 
 

During this time of sheltering in place, please reach out to 

fellow members and inquire how they are doing and if 

they are in need of assistance. A phone call, text, or e-mail 

to a fellow member or friend can make their day. We wish 

you all good health. 

 

Take care and be safe, 

Your Membership Team 

 

Alice Miller 

Co-Vice President, Membership with 

Betsy Hoffmann and Margo James 

 

 

Happy May Birthdays 
 
 Fran Bartholomew   
 Mercedes Daggett   
 Kathleen Schaub   
 Chris White    
 Cindy Alpert    
 Phyllis Combs    
 Claire Mailhiot    
 

 

  

https://www.aauw.org/
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Tech Trek 

 

 
 

In consideration of the safety of Tech Trek campers, staff, 

and volunteers, AAUW has cancelled all of its 2020 Tech 

Trek camps, the one-week long STEM (science, 

technology, engineering, math) summer camps for girls 

entering 8th grade in the fall. We received notification of 

the cancellations from AAUW CA in early April. Thus, 

we did not complete our camper selection process this 

year; our San Ramon branch TT interview subcommittee 

did not interview the 12 girls selected for interviews by 

our branch TT reading subcommittee. 

 

If Tech Trek camps were held this year, the San Ramon 

girls would have attended the Sonoma State University 

Tech Trek camp in June. The camp’s director is pursuing 

possible alternatives for campers that were selected to 

attend the camp, including our 12 girls from the four San 

Ramon middle schools. Some ideas she is considering 

include presenting some of the TT camp workshops by 

Zoom videoconferences and offering field trips via 

YouTube videos. Our San Ramon branch also hopes that 

later this year (COVID-19 situation depending), we can 

host an event such as an ice cream social to honor and 

recognize the San Ramon middle school girls who were 

nominated for this year’s TT camp by their STEM 

teachers. 

 

With 2020 Tech Trek camps cancelled, we now have 

enough funds raised to cover our six camper sponsorships 

for the 2021 camp. Since it is always nice to have a 

financial cushion to cover future uncertainties, we still 

plan to hold our annual Tips for Change fundraiser at 

Gianni’s Italian Bistro on February 15, 2021. This event is 

our main Tech Trek fundraiser and provides up to half of 

the funds needed for our six camper sponsorships each 

year. 

 

Melanie and Gianni of Gianni’s Italian Bistro have been 

great supporters of our branch and now is a great time for 

us to support them. As you shelter-in-place and do social 

distancing, please consider ordering some take-out dinners 

from them. Visit their website 

(www.giannissanramon.com) for menus and options they 

are offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this COVID-19 pandemic, Gianni’s is offering  

take-out orders with no-contact pickup (same day) or 

delivery within 5 miles with 24-hour notice on Tuesday 

through Sunday, Tips for Change take-out fundraisers on 

Mondays, and e-gift cards. You can order online or call 

925-820-6969. When you order/pick up your order ,please 

tell them you are an AAUW member and appreciate their 

support of our San Ramon branch. 

 

Marielle Boortz 

Tech Trek Co-Coordinator with Cordelia Hwang 

 

Local Scholarship 

 

 
 

High School Scholarship Recipients 
 

The Local Scholarship Committee received 12 

applications for our scholarship this year from girls 

planning to attend four-year universities or colleges this 

fall. Once again, these young women are quite an 

impressive group. They have demonstrated significant 

academic skills as well as accomplishments in athletics, 

science, art, music, leadership, and volunteer service. 

Many have also been deeply involved in other community 

and/or social activities. 

 

Six of these students attend California High School and 

six attend Dougherty Valley High School. We are 

currently reviewing the application packets and will be 

determining our recipients soon. Since our end of the year 

Celebration Dinner has been cancelled, we will miss the 

opportunity to present these exceptional young women to 

our members in person. I will share details regarding each 

of the chosen recipients in the next newsletter issue. 

 

Alameda County Fair Fundraiser Cancelled 
 

Due to the ongoing health crisis, we have decided not to 

participate in this fundraiser this year. If another 

fundraising opportunity arises in the future, we will notify 

our membership and ask for your support. 

 

Thank you to all of our members who continue to support 

Local Scholarship. 

 

Susan Walker-Christensen 

Co-Vice President, Local Scholarship with 

Julie Gin and Loranne Weir 

http://www.giannissanramon.com/
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PROGRAM 

 

Celebration Dinner Cancelled 
 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 crisis, we have had 

to cancel the upcoming Celebration Dinner that was to 

take place on May 13 at Canyon Lakes Brewery & Golf 

Course. 

 

With regard to the previous programs that had to be 

cancelled as well, we are planning to provide them next 

year. Please keep checking the newsletters for updates. 

 

Your Program vice presidents have put together periodic 

programs for your education and enjoyment. If you have 

ideas for programs that would interest you, please contact 

one of us. We are open to new ideas! 

 

Leslie Adams 

Co-Vice President, Program with 

Mary Jane Keogh and Kathy Senti 

 

 

 

Anything you do from the soulful 

self will help lighten the burdens 

of the world. Anything. You have 

no idea what the smallest word, 

the tiniest generosity, can cause to 

be set in motion. . . .Mend the part 

of the world that is within your 

reach. 

Clarissa Pinkola Estes 

 

 
Contributed by Chris Burchik 
 

 

 

 

 

Public Policy 

 

 
 

Overview–2020 
 

AAUW CA Elections Reminder 
 

You should have received an e-mail from AAUW CA 

regarding the state elections. Elections will be held to fill 

eight positions on the AAUW CA Board—seven directors 

and one secretary. Candidate biographies were included in 

the most recent California Perspective newsletter 

published by AAUW CA. The voting period began on 

April 17 and will close on May 8, 2020. Every member 

has the opportunity to vote electronically. Your vote 

matters here too! 

 

AAUW National Website Update 
 

While we shelter in place, it would be a good time to 

check out the updated AAUW national website. 

Information is presented in a more summarized way with 

key focus areas highlighted on the main page.  

 

One area that caught my eye was the tile labeled 

“AAUW’s 2020 Gender Policy Agenda” in the Take 

Action section. AAUW advocates for gender equality in 

education and the workplace by focusing on specific 

policies that improve the lives of girls, women, and their 

families. The policy areas are highlighted very clearly 

with specific actions we can take at both the federal and 

state levels. 

 

Please take a moment to view the website and read about 

all the great things AAUW is doing to bring equity to 

women and girls. 

 

Stay safe and healthy! 

 

Cindy Alpert 

Public Policy 
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Support Our Donors 

This is a difficult time for all, including our local 

businesses. Why not keep some of our loyal supporters in 

mind when ordering food gifts, takeout, or delivery 

through Door Dash, etc.? The businesses listed below have 

generously donated to our Silent Auction Gala and Tech 

Trek fundraisers. They now face serious financial issues.  

Your orders can help keep their businesses going and 

employees working. Some may not be offering “to-go” 

service, so you will need to check their status. If you can 

pick up your order or have the restaurant deliver, they will 

not be subject to the high fees that the delivery services 

charge vendors. They will appreciate your support! 

Amici’s East Coast Pizza & Pasta  

Black Angus  

Brass Door Restaurant  

Bridges Restaurant 

Buckhorn Grill 

Burma Experience Restaurant  

Café Attila  

Café Myer 

Cheesecake Factory  

Chili’s  

Chipotle 

Dana’s Restaurant 

Edible Arrangements 

El Charro Restaurant 

Esin  

Frankie, Johnny & Luigi Too 

Gianni’s 

Habit  

Hopyard American Alehouse & Grill 

Katy's Korner 

Locanda Ravello 

Luna Loca  

Mad Fish  

Main Street Kitchen–Walnut Creek 

McGah's Pub & Pianos 

Mod Pizza  

Mountain Mike's Pizza 

New Moon Restaurant  

Pacific Catch  

Panda Express  

Patxi's Pizza  

Pete's Brass Rail & Car Wash  

Rigatoni’s  

Rolls Deli 

Strizzi’s  

Subway 

Sweet Tomatoes 

Three Brothers from China 

Worth Group 

Yersen’s Gelato Cakes 

Zachary's Pizza 

Chris Burchik, Co-President 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day 
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Interest Groups 

 

Special Interest Group meetings/gatherings/events may be 

cancelled or moved online based on current health 

directives. Check with your Interest Group leader for 

details. 

In the meantime, stay home, play music, and save lives. 

 

Game Night 

First Saturday 
Videoconference 

Saturday, May 2; 7:00 PM 

We will have a virtual social hour and share how we are 

doing. Watch for a Zoom invitation. 

Lucy Weed  

 

 

Lunch Bunch 

First Tuesday 
Possible Videoconference 

Tuesday, May 5; 11:30 AM 

Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we are not 

meeting in person. If I am able to put together a Zoom 

videoconference meeting, I will notify you via e-mail with 

the information you need to join our group meeting if you 

would like to. Meanwhile, I am hoping that by June, at 

some restaurants will again be open for inside dining and 

we can resume our monthly gatherings if you so choose. 

To join the e-mail reminder list, also contact: 

Marsha Froines  

 

 

Chinese Mah Jong 

First Tuesday and Third Thursday 
We will not meet in May. 

Linda Louie  

 

 

Daytime Readers 

Second Monday 
Videoconference  

Monday, May 11; 1:00–3:00 PM 

We will discuss Island of the Sea Women by Lisa See.  
For questions about the Daytime Book Group, please 

contact Margo James. 

 

 

 

 

 

Interest Groups 

 

The Night Book Group 

Third Monday 
Videoconference  

Monday, May 18; 7:00 PM 

Chris White will review Where the Crawdads Sing, by 

Delia Owens. 

Questions? Contact  

Cheri Ng  

 

 

Bridge 

Tuesday Night Bridge 
Videoconference  

Tuesday, May 19; 7:00–10:00 PM 

We will be videoconferencing and using BridgeBase for 

our bridge game online. RSVP to me whether you will 

join us or not. 

Chris White  

 

 

Fourth Friday Flicks 
Videoconference  

Friday, May 22; 7:30 PM 

Would someone like to suggest a movie that we all watch 

in the comfort of our own homes and then get together via 

videoconference to discuss it? If so, please send your 

suggestions, I will make a decision on what we will watch 

prior to May 22, and then let me know if you would like to 

be included in the discussion. I will send you details as 

soon as this is planned!   

Chris White  

 

 

Travel Group 
Travel Group will take a rest until we are able to meet for 

armchair travel presentations—hopefully in the fall. We 

will keep those who are on our group list informed of any 

events. Assuming a Travel Group list of programs can be 

scheduled, it will also appear in the newsletter. 

 

Renae Buckser  

Anne Hayden  
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MAY 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2    7:00 PM 

Game Night 

Online 

Lucy Weed 

 

3 4   5  11:30 AM 

Lunch Bunch 

Online 

Marsha 

Froines 

 

6  

 

7 8 9 

10 11     1:00 PM 

Daytime 

Readers 

Online- 

Margo James 

 

12 13 14 15 16  

 

    6:00 PM 

Board 

Meeting 

Online 

Lucy Weed 

 

17 18     7:00 PM 

Night Book 

Group 

Online 

Cheri Ng 

 

19    7:00 PM 

Bridge 

Online 

Chris White 

 

20 21   22    7:30 PM 

Friday Flicks 

Online 

Chris White 

 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

SNIPPETS 
We give a HUGE thank you to Janet Williams, who offered to make masks for some of our members. I picked up mine a few 

days ago and I can say that they are expremely well made out of cute fabric! I’m ready to brave the outside world now to take 

care of my own errands! I am so looking forward to when we can once again actually meet in person. 

 

If you have a Snippet item (family events, career changes, etc.) that you would like to share with branch members, please 

contact Marsha Froines. This column depends on member contributions. 

 

 

 

Save the Dates 
 

 

 

 

 


