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Enjoy your summer! 

 

 
See you in September 

at the 

Annual Membership Brunch 

Saturday, September 7 

9:00 am–12:00 pm 

Crow Canyon Country Club 
 

AAUW MISSION AND DIVERSITY STATEMENTS 
American Association of University Women advances equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy. In principle 

and in practice, AAUW values and seeks an inclusive membership, workforce, leadership team, and board of directors. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, geographical location, 

national origin, race, religious beliefs, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic status.
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2019–2020 Board 

CO-PRESIDENTS 

Chris Burchik   
Lucy Weed   

 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Millie Kessler  
 

CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, PROGRAM 

Leslie Adams   
Mary Jane Keogh   
Kathy Senti   

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, MEMBERSHIP 

Betsy Hoffmann  
Margo James  
Alice Miller  

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, THE FUND 

Elaine Graves   
Millie Kessler  

 
CO-VICE PRESIDENTS, LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Julie Gin   

Susan Walker-Christensen  
Loranne Weir  

 

VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE 

Claire Mailhiot  
 

CO-RECORDING SECRETARIES 

Judy Bracken  
Pam Bugbee  

 
 
 

AAUW San Ramon Information 

Websites: 
Branch website: www.sanramon-ca.aauw.net 
Webmaster:  Isabel Lau (isabel.lau13@gmail.com) 
Association website: www.aauw.org 
CA State website: www.aauw-ca.org 
CCC IBC website: ccc-ibc-ca.aauw.net 

Branch mailing address: 
P.O. Box 336, San Ramon, CA 94583 

Branch e-mail address: 
aauwsr@gmail.com 

Facebook: San Ramon University Women/AAUW 

 

Appointed Officers 

ART & WIND FESTIVAL 

Janet Williams  
 

COMMUNICATION 

Isabel Lau  
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Lois Kamoroff  
 

HOSPITALITY/FELLOWSHIP 

   Betsy Hoffmann 
Andree Chagnon  

 
NEWSLETTER 

   Marsha Froines 
Carol Lombardi  

 
PUBLIC POLICY 

Cindy Alpert  
 

TECH TREK 

Marielle Boortz  
 

Cordelia Hwang  

 
 

TELEPHONE TREE 

Renee Coles  
Lois Kamoroff  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aauw-ca.org/
http://ccc-ibc-ca.aauw.net/
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Acting Co-Presidents’ Pen 

 

We had another successful year of promoting AAUW’s 

mission: philanthropy, support, and advocacy for the local 

women and girls. 

 

What a busy year to help us accomplish our goals! 

   

We started off with our annual brunch in September, 

where we met the Tech Trek girls (who went to a 

weeklong STEM camp in June 2018) and our Renaissance 

scholarship recipients. We also heard from Alex Mehran, 

Jr. about the San Ramon City Center, which opened in 

November 2018. 

 

At the Fund Luncheon in October, we listened to many 

young women in post-graduate studies describe what they 

are studying and we chose our speaker, Andrea Morgan, 

for our branch’s Fund Luncheon in April. 

 

In November, our Local Scholarship committee held their 

annual Silent Auction Gala and raised enough money to 

fund seven scholarships for local high school girls and 

three Renaissance scholarships. 

 

Sabina Zafar hosted our December party, where we 

celebrated the holidays with our friends of AAUW San 

Ramon. 

 

Sabina Zafar and Linda Mendonsa organized a social 

media hands-on workshop in January. High school 

students helped our members navigate the different social 

platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.Very 

practical and useful! 

 

We had a busy February—we held our major fundraiser 

for Tech Trek at Gianni’s and we also heard from Dr. 

Cynthia Mahoney about how pollution affects our health. 

 

In March we met at San Ramon Regional Medical Center 

where CEO Dr. Ann Lucena discussed the future of the 

center, current practices, and breakthroughs in women’s 

health issues. In addition, our Tech Trek committee chose 

the six middle school girls to send to Tech Trek at Sonoma 

State in June. 

 

Mary Venkat hosted our Fund Luncheon in April, where 

we heard Andrea Morgan, a recipient of an AAUW Career 

Development Grant, speak about her studies and plans for 

her career. Andrea completed two master’s degrees at UC 

Berkeley—in Public Policy and Environmental 

Engineering—and specialized in studying ways to reduce 

air pollution and combat climate change. Our Local 

Scholarship committee chose seven graduating high 

school girls who are going on to four-year colleges (their 

profiles are on pp. 8–9). 

 

 

May was another busy month—our annual shredding 

event fundraiser and our annual Celebration Dinner were 

held. We met the scholarship recipients at the Celebration 

Dinner. What an impressive group of young ladies! 

 

Our year concluded with the Art and Wind Festival on 

Memorial Day weekend. While our ice cream sales were 

negatively impacted by the weather, we were able to net 

$2,032.90 after selling our leftover inventory to members. 

This major fundraiser supports our programs and 

administrative costs throughout the year. Thank you to 

Janet Williams for spearheading the ice cream sales and to 

Marsha Froines for helping to recruit volunteers. 

 

Please consider volunteering at the Alameda County Fair; 

we are paid for our services and the money is contributed 

to our scholarship fund. See page 9 for more details. 

 

Our planning meeting for 2019–2020 will be July13. 

Please contact a board member if you have a suggestion. 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for our annual Membership 

Brunch on September 7 at Crow Canyon Country Club. 

Watch for your invitation via E-vite in August. We will 

have an opportunity to hear from our Tech Trek girls who 

go to Sonoma State, our CSUEB Renaissance scholarship 

recipients, and our guest speaker, Sabina Zafar, who is a 

San Ramon City Councilmember. 

 

We would like to thank the outgoing board for their 

contributions of time and talents and to welcome the 

continuing and new board members. 

 

While we conclude an outstanding year, we look forward 

to another eventful year. Thank you for all you do to make 

our branch successful. 

 

Lucy Weed 

Acting Co-President with Chris Burchik 

 

 

Sunday, June 16 
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Program 

 
Coming in September! 

 
Annual Membership Brunch 

 
Saturday, September 7 

 
9:00 AM–12:00 PM 

 
Crow Canyon Country Club 

 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

 

 

 

Happy June Birthdays 
 
 Beth Robertson   
 Cindy Ferrin   
 Elaine Baldwin    
 Karen Van Zino    
 Joyce Gunn    
 Pam Bugbee    
 Carol Rowley    
 MaryJane Keogh   
 Patricia Leong    
 Renae Buckser    
 Nancy Powers    
 Sally Blackwell    
 Elaine Graves    
 Marsha Froines    
 Debbie Roudman   
 Sandra Budde    
 JoAnne Barron    
 Jane Young    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shredding Event Recap 
 

Thanks to the support of Janice Colby and Janice Nugent, 

we raised $625 at the Shredding Event. Janice and Janice 

provided the advertising and covered the cost of the 

shredder truck. This event was held in in the parking lot 

next to the Ma Jolie Salon. The weather cooperated and 

the people came! All in all, it was a good opportunity to 

raise money for branch scholarships. 

 

A big thank you to the volunteers—Sally Blackwell, Chris 

Burchik, Susan Walker-Christensen, and Chuck 

Christensen. We also appreciated having valuable help 

from Janice Colby and Janice Nugent. Your time, energy, 

and strong arms helped make the event fun and successful. 

 

We also thank the members who contributed by bringing 

items to shred or sharing information with friends, family, 

and neighbors. Your support is much appreciated! 

 

Cindy Alpert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy July Birthdays 
 
 Pat Baran    
 Robin White    
 Barbara Blalock    
 Cordelia Hwang    
 Cheri Ng    
 Carol Lopez-Lucey   
 Susan Walker-Christensen  
 Chris Burchik    
 Pat Campbell    
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San Ramon Art & Wind Festival 

Ice Cream Fun(d) Raiser 
 

 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who coordinated shift 

sign-ups and sold ice cream and to the runners who 

secured large-denomination bills during the Memorial Day 

holiday festival. Event volunteers graciously greeted 

attendees, offered maps of the venue, and educated the 

public on the works of AAUW (including Tech Trek and 

Scholarships)—all while selling ice cream. Although 

challenged by the unseasonably cool weather, we managed 

to sell nearly 800 Haagen Dazs, Oreo Cookie, Strawberry 

Shortcake, and Dove Bars. We did not completely exhaust 

our inventory, so the remaining bars were sold to our ice 

cream–loving members. 

 

After our sales to members, we netted $2,032.90. 

 

Special thanks to: Cindy Alpert, JoAnne Barron, Fran 

Bartholomew, Sally Blackwell, Marielle Boortz, Judy 

Bracken, Steve Buckser, Cindy Ferrin, Anna Fehrenbach, 

Marsha Froines, Elaine Graves, Joyce Gunn, Stella and 

Evans Hadjimarkos, Cordelia Hwang, Lois Kamoroff, 

Millie Kessler, Becky Lou, Linda Louie, Cameron 

Mailhiot, Clair Mailhiot, Kathy Senti, Susan Walker-

Christensen, Lucy Weed, and Loranne Weir. 

 

Janet Williams 

Chair, Art & Wind Festival Ice Cream Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Policy 

 

AAUW Public Policy Resources 
 

AAUW devotes many resources to research, support, and 

advocate on public policy issues. The issues they address 

focus on rights of women and girls across many different 

topics. The key focus areas include the following: 

1. Civil Rights 

a. Equal Rights Amendment 

b. Human trafficking 

c. Reproductive rights 

2. Education 

a. Charter schools 

b. Higher education 

c. Every Student Succeeds Act 

d. School vouchers 

e. STEM education 

3. Economic Security 

a. Health care 

b. Pay equity 

c. The Paycheck Fairness Act 

d. Retirement security 

e. Paid leave 

4. Title IX 

a. Title IX act 

b. Sexual harassment and violence in school 

The AAUW website highlights AAUW’s positions and 

advocacy on these major issues. To learn more about these 

issues, go to:  

https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/aauw-

issues/ 

AAUW’s policy work connects and rallies advocates at 

the local, state, national, and global levels to empower 

women and girls. With the member-voted Public Policy 

Priorities as our guide, AAUW uses lobbying and 

grassroots efforts to push forward policies that break 

through educational and economic barriers for women. 

The web page highlights AAUW’s positions and advocacy 

on these major issues. 

To view letters, comments, testimony, and legal briefs, 

select one of the main images or policy themes on the 

page. If you’d like more information on our positions or 

advocacy efforts, choose one of the listed policies or see 

AAUW’s Public Policy Priorities. 

Given the recent changes in abortion laws in various 

states, I urge you to stay informed of AAUW’s efforts to 

address these major changes to women’s rights. 

One step forward, two steps back.... 

Cindy Alpert 

Public Policy 

 

https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/aauw-issues/
https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/aauw-issues/
https://www.aauw.org/resource/principles-and-priorities/
https://www.aauw.org/resource/principles-and-priorities/
https://www.aauw.org/resource/principles-and-priorities/
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Membership 

 

 
 

Membership Matters 
 

Renewal Reminder 
 

We thank all members who have renewed their 

memberships! AAUW branch memberships will expire on 

June 30, and our branch begins a new membership and 

fiscal year on July 1. A renewal notice has been sent out to 

all current members by e-mail, so please check your 

inbox. A reminder renewal notice will be sent by early 

June to all members who still need to renew. 

 

The simplest, fastest, and most efficient way to renew is 

by using a credit card to renew online. Look for an e-mail 

message sent to you from memberinfo@aauw.org with the 

subject “AAUW Membership Renewal for Fiscal Year 

2020” that will contain your unique renewal link. You’ll 

see that you do not need to log in; just click and renew! It 

is that simple.  

 

If you did not receive this e-mail message, please check 

your spam/junk folder and, if it is not there, just contact 

the Membership VPs and we can have it sent to you again. 

 

We strongly encourage you to renew online. It is quick 

and easy for you and it saves time, resources, and money 

for the branch. If you prefer to pay by check, please print 

the e-mail that you received. Note any changes to your 

contact information on the form and return the form with 

your dues check payable to AAUW San Ramon to  

San Ramon Membership,  

PO Box 336, San Ramon, CA 94583.  

 

As a reminder, AAUW Membership dues are $99. 

National dues are $59, of which $56 is tax-deductible as a 

charitable contribution and $3 is not because it supports 

the AAUW Action Fund's Section 501(c)(4) Lobby Corps 

and get-out-the-vote activities. California dues are $20 and 

branch dues are $20. Life members pay only state and 

branch dues, and dual members pay only branch dues. 

 

If you would like to include a donation to the AAUW 

Fund with your dues, it can be paid with the same check. 

For example, if your dues are $99 and you wish to donate 

$10, write a check for $109. If there is a particular cause 

that you would like to support, please specify it. If you 

renew online, you will be given the option to include a 

donation at that time. 

 

Renew Now and Enter to Win! 
 

Our branch has been awarded three free national 

memberships (worth $59.00 each) for our efforts this year 

in recruiting many new members through the Shape the 

Future campaign! If you renew by June 10, your name 

will be entered into a drawing for these free memberships.  

 

(If you are paying your dues with a check, the check must 

be received by June 10 to qualify for the drawing.)  

 

The winners will be notified by June 13. 

 

Help Our Branch Grow! 
 

Our AAUW San Ramon branch has 101 current members 

and has room for many more! Most of our new members 

join because they are invited and encouraged by a current 

member. This summer is a great time to think of those 

friends, co-workers, acquaintances, and neighbors who 

would enjoy being affiliated with our amazing 

organization and our mission of education and equity for 

women and girls. Please send us these prospective 

members’ names and contact information so that we can 

invite them to our annual September Brunch. The brunch 

is a wonderful opportunity to see our organization in 

action. Any prospective member joining at the brunch will 

receive the Shape the Future campaign discount on the 

national dues. And for helping our branch grow by 

recruiting new members, recruiters receive a thank-you 

treat! 

 

Please know that your support is crucial to AAUW so that 

we can continue to advance equity for women and girls. 

There is strength in numbers, and we need and value each 

of you! 

 

Enjoy your summer! We look forward to seeing everyone 

in September at our annual Membership Brunch! 

 

Alice Miller 

Co-Vice President, Membership with 

Margo James and Betsy Hoffmann 

 

Membership continues on the next page 

 

 
…but don’t forget your sunscreen! 
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Membership, continued 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

Mary Jane Keogh 
 

Birthplace and other places I’ve lived: 

I was born in Fresno. I lived in Oakland for four years and 

moved to Danville in 1977. 

 

Education: 

I received my BA degree from Fresno State College, plus 

a teaching credential. 

 

Spouse: 

I am widowed. 

 

Children:  

I have a son and daughter and two granddaughters. 

 

Current and Previous Employment: 

I am currently retired; I taught in the San Ramon Valley 

Unified School District for 33 years. 

 

 

 

 

Current Interests and Pastimes: 

Reading, gardening, tutoring, volunteering (Contra Costa 

County Animal Services, the library, and the Assistance 

League of Diablo Valley). 

 

Memorable Experiences/Adventures/Accomplishments: 

My most memorable experiences and accomplishments all 

involve my career as a teacher and my family. 

 

As a teacher, I was able to interact with many wonderful 

students, parents, and caring, professional teaching 

colleagues. 

 

My family is my world. I love traveling, spending time 

with them, helping them, and knowing that they are here 

for me also. 

 

Something that might surprise people: 

No surprises; what you see is what you get! 

 

 

 

 

Happy August Birthdays 
 
 Janice Colby    
 Diane Schinnerer   
 Mary Venkat    
 Lucy Weed    
 Dayna Hannum    
 Linda Yoshizawa   
 Judy Bracken    
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Local Scholarship 

 

 
 

High School Scholarship Recipients 

The 2019 scholarship recipients have been selected! We 

offered $1,000 scholarships to seven outstanding young 

women from our San Ramon high schools. The quality of 

applicants continues to be strong, with this year’s 

recipients presenting a wide range of skills and interests. 

They have demonstrated significant academic skills as 

well as accomplishments in athletics, art, music, and 

leadership. Several have also been very involved in 

community volunteer or social activities while working 

part-time jobs. These young women are very poised and 

articulate, and all were a delight to interview. The 

selection process is quite a challenge for our committee, 

but getting to interact with these young women from our 

community is truly rewarding. We are confident that they 

will all succeed in accomplishing their goals. We hope that 

many of you had a chance to meet and speak with them at 

our Celebration Dinner on May 16. If not, here is a brief 

overview of their many accomplishments and future goals. 

Shannon Lee is from California High School and will 

attend UC Berkeley in the fall. She plans to major in 

Molecular and Cellular Biology with an emphasis on 

immunology and pathogens, with the career goal of 

becoming an MD/PhD physician researcher. Shannon was 

chosen by our branch as a Tech Trek camper during 

middle school and credits this experience with building 

her confidence to pursue her academic and leadership 

skills in the STEM field. Shannon has been involved in 

many on-campus activities—Interact (current president), 

Health Occupations Students of America, basketball, 

National Honor Society, California Scholarship 

Federation, orchestra (violin), and San Ramon Teen 

Council. In the community, Shannon has volunteered at 

Stanford Hospital, San Ramon Senior Center, and 

California Academy of Sciences Teen Advocates of 

Science Communication. She served on the San Ramon 

Bicycle Master Plan Committee and had a summer 

internship at UC Berkeley in an endocrinology research 

lab. 

Lexi Trucco is also from California High School and will 

attend Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in the fall. She plans to 

major in Business Administration. She credits her current 

work experience and participation in the I Quest class on 

campus with focusing her career goals toward 

management or administration in business. Lexi has two 

jobs—working as a receptionist at a massage studio and as 

an intern at an event planning company. She was very 

passionate in describing the skills that she feels she has 

gained with these experiences and at the lack of women in 

many areas of business or administration. 

 

Lexi has been an outstanding upper-level soccer and 

lacrosse player for several years, playing on both school 

and club teams. She has demonstrated both her athletic 

and leadership skills by serving as team captain in both of 

these sports and being selected for All-League EBAL 

awards. Additionally, Lexi has been a member of NHS, 

tutored math students, volunteered as a soccer coach, and 

been a member of Cal Against Cancer. Lexi mentioned her 

love of math and that her tutoring has been as a volunteer 

all during high school. 

Audrey Chong is from Dougherty Valley High School 

and will attend San Jose State University in the fall. She 

plans to major in Accounting with a career goal of 

obtaining a MBA. Audrey’s on-campus activities have 

included Interact Club (currently president and serving as 

governor of the District Council) and National English 

Honor Society. Audrey has also won several awards for 

her creative writing and poetry. She volunteered at Open 

Heart Kitchen, and also tutored for several years, both 

individually and with Kumon. She also worked as an 

intern in the billing department of a technology company 

in order to gain specific experience in this area. 

Christina Garcia is also from Dougherty Valley High 

School and will attend Trinity University in San Antonio, 

Texas. She plans to major in International Studies and Pre-

Law with the career goals of either government work or as 

a law advocate for women and children. Christina has 

played softball since she was six years old and has played 

both on school and club teams, demonstrating outstanding 

skills and serving as team captain for two years. She has 

accepted an athletic scholarship to play at Trinity 

University as an outfielder on the women’s softball team. 

In addition to sports, Christina has been active in 

leadership all four years of high school and is currently the 

ASB president. She has demonstrated outstanding skills in 

this area and was recognized by the DVHS principal for 

his annual award. In the community, Christina has been 

active for several years in volunteering and providing 

leadership with her church, St. Joan of Arc Church in San 

Ramon. She has been involved with teaching religious 

education and ministry work with younger children. Her 

other outside activities included participating and teaching 

at East West Kung Fu Studio and playing the piano for 

several years. She currently works at In & Out Burger. 

Polina (Poly) Popova is from Dougherty Valley High 

School and will attend San Diego State University. She 

plans to major in Biology and Computational Complexity 

with a career focus on environmental and conservation 

issues. Polina and her family moved here from Moscow, 

Russia when she was in fifth grade with the support of her 

extended family in Russia. Polina shared with us her sense 

of obligation and determination to succeed both 

academically and professionally. She is now learning a 

third language (Spanish at the AP level) following 

developing her English skills. 

 Local Scholarship continues on next page 



 9 

Local Scholarship, continued 

 

Polina is very passionate about being “a woman in 

science” and credits her decision to become a vegan at age 

15 to her focus on working for animal rights and 

environmental issues. On campus, Polina has been on the 

varsity teams for both Track and Field and Cross Country, 

earning both school and league awards. She is the 

president (and one of the branch founders) of ReImagine 

Science Club and an officer in the Project SmArts Club 

(which raises funds and provides instruction to an 

elementary school in Oakland). She volunteered with NHS 

and participated at the Relay for Life Event to raise money 

for the American Cancer Society. Off-campus, Polina has 

worked as an independent tutor for English, Math, 

Biology, and Spanish, and she has been a gymnastics 

instructor at Diablo Gymnastics. She currently works at 

Golden Skate. 

 

Nikita Redkar is also from Dougherty Valley High 

School and will attend UC Berkeley in the fall. She plans 

to double major in Chemical Engineering and Applied 

Mathematics to prepare for an MD/PhD program with the 

career goal of becoming a college professor. Nikita’s on-

campus activities have included the Speech and Debate 

Team (including teaching a summer program for 

elementary and middle school students), Math Olympiad 

Club, the San Ramon Valley Math Tournament (of which 

she was founder and director), Wildcat Way Podcast 

Interviewer, Teen Council, and part of the San Ramon 

Valley Diversity Coalition. Nikita has had the opportunity 

to be an intern at several locations over the last three years 

to develop her knowledge and skills in a variety of 

scientific settings: SEWA-Stanford Design to Lead Bio 

Design for Dougherty Valley HS, UCSF Narlikar Lab, 

CBT Pharmaceuticals-Pleasanton, and Science Gurus-San 

Carlos. Nikita also enjoys participating in Kathak (a 

classic Indian dance style). 

 

Elizabeth (Ella) Schwarz is our final recipient from 

Dougherty Valley High School and will attend UC 

Berkeley in the fall. She plans to major in Computer 

Science with a career focus on artificial intelligence. Ella 

was also one of our Tech Trek campers during middle 

school and mentioned the lack of confidence that she sees 

with many girls in STEM classes. She currently tutors for 

the AP Computer Class at DVHS and described some 

examples of this behavior and her goals of providing 

support and helping develop more confidence with the 

female students in the class (who are still in the minority). 

Ella has been playing the piano and viola for many years, 

and she is currently the principle violist in DVHS 

Orchestra. She has won several individual awards and has 

been a member of other orchestral groups. On campus, she 

has been involved with CSF and Gender-Sexuality 

Alliance Club. 

 

 

Ella has other artistic talents (including knitting and 

embroidery) and has earned recognition and awards 

through the PTSA Reflection Contest and the SRVUSD 

Student Recognition Project for 3-D art. She has been a 

member of the San Ramon Future Leaders in Training 

Program, and she works at the Chabot Space and Science 

Center on some weekends during the month with the 

Galaxy Explorer Elite Program. 

 

Alameda County Fair Fundraiser 
 

 
 

The Alameda County Fair will run from June 14 through 

July 7 this year. We are looking for volunteers to raise 

funds for scholarships. All shifts now earn $6/hour. 

 

If you can’t volunteer because you work, or are out of 

town, or the fair is not your thing, please consider 

donating $60 (the same as doing two shifts at the fair). Just 

send your donation to San Ramon AAUW at PO Box 336, 

San Ramon, CA 94583, and put “Scholarship” in the 

memo line. 

 

If you have volunteered in the past, just go to 

www.myvolunteerpage.com and sign up for shifts. 

 

If you are a new volunteer, go to 

www.alamedacountyfair.com, and follow this path: 

Choose the red “Fair Info” button on the left side 

Click on the “Join” tab  

Click on “Fair volunteer program”  

Click on “Sign-up Online”  

Click on “I would like to volunteer” and then  

“Fill in application”  

Fill out the application. Now you can sign up for shifts at 

the fair. If you have any questions, e-mail Kristen at 

kdean@alamedacountyfair.com. 

 

Contributed by Sally Scholl 

Local Scholarship Committee Fair Chairperson 

 

Susan Walker-Christensen 

Co-Vice President, Local Scholarship with Julie Gin 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myvolunteerpage.com/
http://www.alamedacountyfair.com/
mailto:kdean@alamedacountyfair.com
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AAUW Fund 

 

 
 

Fund Luncheon a Success! 
 

Thank you for your contributions. Our luncheon was a 

success—we raised nearly $3,000 for Fund. 

 

Our speaker, Andrea Morgan, garnered high praise from 

the attendees. Her topic was “Engineering a More 

Equitable Environment.” She presented startling statistics 

and, as examples, cited those in our own locale. The 

hazards to our current and future populations cannot be 

ignored. Her knowledge and passion will certainly be 

heard as she begins her work in Sacramento. 

 

 
Andrea convinces us about the effects of 

climate change on our environment. 

 

We give a special thank you to Mary Venkat for donating 

her exquisite Ikebana donations and offering her home as 

our venue. 

 
 

 

 

In case you missed the luncheon, you still have the 

opportunity to Donate to AAUW Fund. 

 

There are several options listed on the site: 

1. You can choose to make a non-specified donation 

that will be applied to wherever it is most needed.  

2. You can donate to a specific initiative listed on 

the site.  

3. You can include a donation when renewing your 

membership.  

 

Whatever option you choose, you know that it is used to 

advance equity for women and girls. 

 

As we conclude this year, I give a heartfelt note of 

gratitude to the Fund Committee (Janice Colby, Margie 

Goldware, Anne Hayden, Mary Venkat, and Jane Young). 

As is the case for all branch initiatives, success is only 

achieved by the commitment of our members. Thank you 

to the committee for supporting Fund. 

 

Pat Kelly 

Vice President, Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ww2.aauw.org/donate-gift-new/
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Interest Groups 

 

GAME NIGHT 

First Saturdays; 7:00 PM 
 

June 1 

Host: Fran Bartholomew  

 

 

July 6 

Host: Mary Venkat  

 

August 3 

Chris White  

 

Please RSVP to the host if you are able to play. 

Questions? Contact Lucy Weed  

 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 

First Tuesdays; 11:30 AM 
Join us for a delicious lunch and lively conversation! Be 

sure to notify Marsha on the prior Sunday if you will 

attend. 

 

Tuesday, June 4 

Peasant and the Pear  

 

Tuesday, July 2 

Bridges  

 

 

Tuesday, August 6 

Blackhawk Grille  

 

If you aren’t on the e-mail reminder list, also contact: 

Marsha Froines  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interest Groups 

 
CHINESE MAH JONG 

First Tuesdays and Third Thursdays; 7:00 PM 
 

June 4 

Host: Fran Bartholomew  

 

June 20 

Host: Mary Venkat  

 

July 2 

Host: Linda Louie  

 

July 18 

Host: Chris White  

 

August 6 

Host: Lucy Weed  

 

August 22 *Special Date* 

Host: Mary Venkat  

 

Please RSVP to the host. 

If you have questions about this group, contact 

Linda Louie  
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Interest Groups 

 
WALKING GROUP 

Saturdays; 9:00 AM 
 
June 8 
Meet at the Bollinger Park and Ride at 9:00 AM to carpool 

to Lafayette Reservoir for an easy, 3-mile walk. (Bring 4 

quarters.)  
 
July 20 
Meet at the Dublin Dog Park on Amador Valley Blvd. to 

walk along Dublin Creek. This is an easy 2.5 mile walk.  
 
August 17 
Meet at the Bollinger Park and Ride at 9:00 AM to carpool 

to Sycamore Valley Open Space in Danville for an easy 3 

mile loop.  
 

As always, let us know you are coming, and we will look 

for you. For more information, contact 

Lois Kamoroff  

 

DAYTIME READERS 

Second Mondays; 1:00 PM–3:00 PM 
 

June 10 

We are not reading one book this month. Please come 

prepared to propose books for the fall and also to discuss 

any book that has been important to you or has resonated 

with you in your life. Perhaps by discussing your book, 

others can find a new book to love! 

Host: Margo James  

 

 

July 8 

We are reading Women Rowing North by Mary Pipher.  

Watch your e-mail for location. 

 

August 12  

We are reading Lucky Boy by Shanthi Sekaran. 

Watch your e-mail for location. 

 

For locations of the July and August meetings, please 

contact Margo James. 

 

 

Happy reading!  

 

Margo James  

 

 

Interest Groups 

 
NIGHT BOOK GROUP  

Third Mondays; 7:00 PM 
 

June 17  

Kathy Senti will review Saints for All Occasions by J. 

Courtney Sullivan. 

Host: Anne Hayden  

 

 

July 15  

Elaine Baldwin will review The Winter Soldier by Daniel 

Mason. 

Host: Karen Van Zino  

 

 

August 19 

Marielle Boortz will review Transcription by Kate 

Atkinson. 

Host: Cheri Ng  

 

 

September 16  

Terry Kalashian will review Bridge of Clay by Markus 

Zusak. Location TBD. 

 

If you have questions about this group, contact 

Cheri Ng  
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Interest Groups 

 
THIRD TUESDAY BRIDGE 

Third Tuesdays; 7:00 PM–10:00 PM 
RSVP is required 
 

June 18 

Host: Pat Barley  

 

 

July 16 

Host: Renee Coles  

 

 

August 20 

Host: Renee Coles (yes, again!)  

 

 

RSVP required: Contact host as soon as possible to let her 

know if you are playing or not.  

 

If you have questions or would like to join this group, 

please contact me: 

Chris White  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Interest Groups 

 
FOURTH FRIDAY FLICKS (FFF) 
The monthly Organizer will send out a notice to those on 

the e-mail list with movie, location, and time.  

 

June 

Chris White  

 

 

July 

Chris White  

 

 

August 30 *Special Date* 

Carol Lombardi  

 

 

If you would like to receive these e-mails, please contact: 

Chris White  

 

 

TRAVEL GROUP 
Travel Group will be on vacation for the summer. If you 

have traveled recently and would like to share your 

experiences with the group, please contact Anne or Renae. 

We will return with a new travel program for the 2019–

2020 year and share it with you at the brunch. 

 

Travel Group programs are open to AAUW members, 

their spouses, friends and significant others. We'd love to 

see you at our events this year! Because refreshments are 

served at our events, please respond positively to the 

event's host if you can attend. 

 

Renae Buckser  

Anne Hayden  
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JUNE 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1       7:00 PM 

Game Night 

Fran 

Bartholomew 

 

2 3 4    11:30 AM 

Lunch Bunch 

Marsha 

Froines 

 

5 6 7 8 

        7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Fran 

Bartholomew 

 

9 10     1:00 PM 

Daytime 

Readers 

Margo James 

 

11  12 13 14 15    9:00 AM 

Walking Group 

Lois Kamoroff 

 

16 17    7:00 PM 

Night Book 

Group 

Anne Hayden 

 

18     7:00 PM 

Bridge 

Pat Barley 

 

19 20    7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Mary Venkat 

 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

Fourth Friday 

Flicks 

Chris White 

 

29 

30 31      
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JULY 2019 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2     11:30 AM 

Lunch Bunch 

Marsha 

Froines 

 

3 4 

 

 
 

5 6      7:00 PM 

Game Night 

Mary Venkat 

 828-2203 

         7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Linda Louie 

 

7 8       1:00 PM 

Daytime 

Readers 

Contact Margo 

James 

 

9 10 

 

11 12 13     9:00 AM 

Walking 

Group 

Lois Kamoroff 

 

14 15     7:00 PM 

Night Book 

Group 

Karen Van 

Zino 

 

16     7:00 PM 

Bridge 

Renee Coles 

 

17 18     7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Chris White 

 

19 20      

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

Fourth Friday 

Flicks 

Chris White 

 

27 

28 29 30 31    
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AUGUST 2019 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3      7:00 PM 

Game Night 

Chris White 

 

4 5 6     11:30 AM 

Lunch Bunch 

Marsha 

Froines 

 

7 8 9 10    9:00 AM 

Walking 

Group 

Lois Kamoroff 

 

         7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Lucy Weed 

 

11 12    1:00 PM 

Daytime 

Readers 

Contact Margo 

James 

 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19    7:00 PM 

Night Book 

Group 

Cheri Ng 

 

20    7:00 PM 

Bridge 

Renee Coles 

 

21 22 *Special 

Date* 

    7:00 PM 

Mah Jong 

Mary Venkat 

 

23 

 

24  

 

25 26 27 28 29 30   *Special 

Date* 

Friday Flicks 

Carol 

Lombardi 

 

 

 

SNIPPETS 
Cameron Coles is now at Santa Clara Valley Medical for rehabilitation. Keep Cameron and his family in your thoughts and 

prayers.  They all appreciate your care and concern. 

 

If you have a Snippet item (family events, career changes, etc.) that you would like to share with branch members, please 

contact Marsha Froines. This column depends on member contributions. 

 

 

Save the Date 
Saturday, September 7: Membership Brunch 

 


