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Beyerle, Public Policy Chair, AAUW, San Ramon Branch.
Way to go, Susan!

Presidents’ Pen

Thanks and recognition also go to Patricia Baran, Marsha
Froines, Anne Hayden, Mary Venkat, and Jane Young
from AAUW California for their involvement.

We are pleased to present the slate of new officers
approved by the general membership at the April 11
program. We look forward to a great year ahead and
appreciate the following members stepping forward to
take leadership positions:
President: Cindy Alpert
President Elect: Open
Treasurer: Claire Mailhiot
VP AAUW Funds: Jeanne Benedetti
Co-VPs Scholarship: Julie Gin and Susan WalkerChristiansen
Co-VPs Membership: Isabel Lau and Millie Kessler
Co-VPs Program: Renae Buckser and Margie
Goldware
Recording Secretary: Kandy Fitch

Stella Hadjimarkos and Elizabeth Hoffmann,
AAUW San Ramon Co-Presidents

Public Policy

Stuck in the House

Our Installation Dinner promises to be a grand event for a
considerably low price. Our board voted to subsidize part
of the cost of the dinner to support members attending the
event. Please mark your calendars for May 13 at Crow
Canyon Country Club. The price is $20 per person for
members, $30 for guests. An eVite has been sent to all
members. Our special guest is the very inspiring Alicia
Hetman, President of AAUW CA.

A half-century after the Equal Pay Act became law of the
land, America is still struggling to attain basic pay equity
across genders. If you are employed in the public sector or
with the protection of a union, take a moment to consider
the fair pay practices you may be taking for granted. In
simple terms, gender pay inequity is a breach of the civil
rights of working females and their families. The recently
reintroduced Paycheck Fairness Act is a crucial step
toward closing legal loopholes that have allowed this
discriminatory practice to continue.

State and National elections are underway. All AAUW
members are eligible to vote, and we strongly encourage
you to cast your ballot. You must have received an e-mail
with voting information including your personal voting ID
number. Have you voted yet? If you need
recommendations, ask a board member for guidance. The
three-week voting period for CA is April 21 to May 11.
The AAUW National voting is also taking place. Go to
www.aauw.org or the latest Outlook magazine for the
AAUW National voting information. The voting period
for National is April 15 to June 10.

On April 11, the House of Representatives voted against
bringing the Paycheck Fairness Act to a vote. I found it
ironic, and absurd, that the House voted to not vote. But,
that’s emblematic of our deeply divided and politically
entrenched legislative branch.
But, it’s not over. There exists an obscure House of
Representatives procedure—called a discharge petition—
which automatically brings a bill to the floor if a majority
(218) of the representatives sign the petition. Within a few
hours of the petition being filed by Rep. Rosa DeLauro
(D-CT), nearly half the required signatures had been
collected.

Another big event in May is our branch fundraiser selling
ice cream at the San Ramon Art & Wind Festival. Sign up
for a shift or two! It’s a great way to raise money for the
branch and get our association’s name into the
community. Our branch needs this money to fund our
programs, rent meeting space, buy supplies, etc. Please
contribute a few hours of your time to help accomplish
this task. Volunteers in previous years have always said it
is a fun thing to do.

As we wait out the petition, I wonder how any elected
representative can refuse to allow the debate and vote on
an issue that is a fundamental principle of our nation:
equal protection under the law.
As always, I urge you to press Congress to do what we
elected them to do. You may be only one voice, but
together, we are many. It wouldn’t hurt to keep your
fingers crossed, either.

We hope that you all saw the great letter to the editor,
written by our own Susan Beyerle, in the San Ramon
Valley Times newspaper on April 11. Susan addressed
Equal Pay Day. She wrote about equality as it affects our
families, community, and justice. She signed as Susan

Susan Beyerle, Public Policy Chair
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Enjoy a delicious buffet dinner! Our Board of Directors
voted to partially subsidize its cost with branch funds.
Thank our outgoing board members for their service this
past year. Welcome our new and returning officers on the
2013–2014 Board of Directors. Alicia Hetman, President
of AAUW CA, will preside over the installation of new
officers.

Program

Greet the winners of
our 2013 local high
school scholarships
and their mothers!

Installation Dinner
Crow Canyon Country Club

Let’s celebrate another
successful AAUW year
together!

Eugene O’Neill Room
711 Silver Lake Drive, Danville
(Off El Capitan Drive)

Monday, May 13, 2013
6:00–9:00 PM
Please RSVP by Monday, May 6 to Renae Buckser or
respond to the eVite sent out on April 15. Your checks can
be mailed to San Ramon AAUW, P.O. Box 336, San
Ramon, CA 94583.

Featuring Guest Speaker
Alicia Hetman, President, AAUW CA
Menu

Renae Buckser, Program VP

Happy May Birthdays
No Host Bar Available
Mercedes Daggett
Elaine Francisco
Chris White
Cindy Alpert
Jo Harberson
Claire Mailhiot
Sue Cofer

Green Salad
(Choice of two dressings and assorted toppings)
Breaded Asiago Chicken with
Light Lemon Cream Sauce
Chef’s Choice Potatoes and Fresh Vegetables
French Bread and Butter
Coffee and Tea
Chef’s Choice Dessert

5/04
5/09
5/15
5/17
5/24
5/26
5/30

The AAUW IBC (Inter-Branch Council) of East Bay
collects old cell phones and Blackberries for Project
Africa-Congo. An outdated phone may be useless to you,
but it can be a lifesaver for a woman in Congo. If you have
an old phone to donate, contact a board member.

Member Cost: $20 Each
Guests: $30 Each
RSVP by Monday, May 6
All members are welcome!

Contributed by Stella Hadjimarkos
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Membership

AAUW San Ramon
Branch Fundraiser

Renew Your Membership Now
to Throw Your Name in the Hat!

San Ramon Art & Wind Festival
Ice Cream Sale
Sunday, May 26 & Monday, May 27
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Do you want our branch to be able to
operate this coming year? Please help
out and say “yes” when you’re requested
to volunteer for one shift at our ice
cream sale in a few weeks.

The AAUW year runs from July 1–June 30. Similar to all
other membership organizations, renewing prior to the end
keeps your membership from lapsing. May and June are
membership renewal months.
Our branch was awarded three FREE national
memberships (worth $49.50 each) for our efforts toward
membership recruitment this year. We plan to offer these
to our members in a drawing.

Our branch uses your dues to fund programs and speakers,
pay expenses such as room rentals, buy supplies and
refreshments, provide sponsorships for Tech Trek, etc. all
through the year. How do we perform this economic
miracle with only $20 received per member from their
dues? We sell ice cream at the San Ramon Art & Wind
Festival!

If you renew by May 13, the date of our Installation
Dinner, by remitting your $85 check (annual dues), your
name will be entered in the drawing. Or, if you prefer, you
may also bring your check to the Installation Dinner.

We need your help at one of our three carts on Sunday,
May 26 or Monday, May 27.

Monday, May 13, could be your lucky day! Three
winners will be selected during the dinner, and the winners
will then be able to tear up their checks and write the
branch new checks for $36.00 (that’s $16 for state dues
plus $20 for branch dues).

1st shift is 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
2nd shift is 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM
3rd shift is 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM
It is usually fun—you get to see your neighbors and
friends, and you are selling something everyone wants.
Also, you work with another AAUW member as we have
two people on each shift at each station, so you get to
know them better. And, lastly, you help raise needed
money for our branch—a win-win-win opportunity!

Please make your $85.00 check out to San Ramon AAUW
and mail* it to AAUW SR, P.O. Box 336, San Ramon, CA
94583. Or, bring your check to our installation dinner at
Crow Canyon Country Club on Monday, May 13.
*Please provide ample time for mail delivery. Only
those checks received by May 13 will be included in the
drawing.

Please let Debbie know which date and time works best
for you. Spouses and teen/adult children are welcome to
help.

Good luck!

Thanks for your support!
Isabel Lau and Margie Goldware,
Membership Co-VPs

Debbie Marconi, Art & Wind Festival Chair
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Medium-term (six–seven years):

Money Matters




Tax returns and supporting information,
Income and expense records (including lottery
tickets and winnings),
 Bank and credit union statements,
 Brokerage house statements,
 Canceled checks and check registers (checks for
major purchases may be kept longer),
 Paid-off loan documents,
 Personal property sales receipts;
Long-term (indefinitely):

How Long Should You Keep

 Tax dispute records,
 Evidence of retirement plan contributions,
 Investment records,
 Medical history information,
 Pension/retirement plan documents,
 Social Security information;
Other (as noted):

Financial Records?
After yet another tax season, are your file cabinets at home
bulging with old documents, but you don’t know what you
should keep and for how long? Once you know what you
don’t need, join me for a Mobile Shredding Event on
Saturday, May 11 from 9:30–11:30 AM at 3180 Crow
Canyon Place.



Certain documents and records you keep indefinitely, but
they are too important to retain in an ordinary file drawer.
If they are stolen or destroyed by a catastrophe such as
flood or fire, replacing them could be difficult, if not
impossible. One of the best places to retain such items is a
safety deposit box. A home safe is another option,
provided that it is adequately rated to protect contents
from fire, water, explosions (gas leaks), and other
calamities. Documents deserving extra protection include:
 Property deeds,
 Trust documents,
 Insurance policies,
 Automobile titles,
 Stock and bond certificates,
 Wills and estate plans,
 Personal property inventory,
 Marriage and birth certificates,
 Military discharge papers, and
 Passports.
Tip: There may be times when you need to know
certain information contained on documents you've
placed in safekeeping but don't need the actual
document. Avoid the inconvenience of obtaining the
original documents by making copies of them to keep
in your regular files.



Home ownership/sale documents: seven (7) years
after sale or indefinitely, and
Home improvement records: seven (7) years after
sale.

Caution: The IRS typically has three (3) years after a
return is filed to audit a return or two (2) years after
you've paid the tax, whichever is later. However, if
income was underreported by at least 25 percent, the
IRS can look back six years after the return is filed,
and there is no time limit for fraudulent tax returns.
An audit requires that you provide documentation to
substantiate the return being audited.
Don’t forget to send in your financial questions to
diane@oaktreewealth.com. All responses will be kept
confidential.
Diane Woodward, CFP®
Diane Woodward is a registered representative with, and
securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a
Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.
Prepared using information from Broadridge Investor
Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2013

For records other than the above, different records need to
be saved for different periods of time. There are no
concrete rules about how long records must be saved, so
you will often have to use your own judgment. Here are
some guidelines:
Short-term (one–three years):
 Household bills, except those that support tax
deductions (items such as heat, water, and
electricity are generally short-term unless you
deduct them for home office use or a rental),
 Expired insurance policies;
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We are again very pleased with the caliber of candidates.
They have all demonstrated academic excellence and
involvement with both school and community. Three of
these students attend California High School and seven are
from Dougherty Valley High School. We are currently
reviewing all of these packets and will meet on April 25 to
select our finalists. Interviews will take place on May 2 to
determine our recipients for this year. We will introduce
these young women to you at our Installation Dinner on
May 13.

Local Scholarship
Alameda County Fair Fundraiser
Volunteers Needed!

The Renaissance Scholar recipients from Cal State
University East Bay will be chosen in the summer and
introduced in September at the annual Membership
Brunch.
Your donations and support as members make it possible
for us to offer these scholarships. We thank you again for
your generosity. These scholarships have a direct and
positive impact on the lives of the young women who are
our recipients, both for local high schools and CSU East
Bay Renaissance Scholars.

It’s not too late to volunteer to work a shift or two at the
Alameda County Fair this summer to help raise money for
local scholarships. Every year the Alameda County Fair
needs volunteers. If the volunteers are with a non-profit
group, such as AAUW, they will get paid $4 per hour
during the day and $5 per hour in the evening. The dates
are Wednesday, June 19 through Sunday, July 7.

We hope many of you will be able to participate in our
current fundraiser by volunteering at the Alameda County
Fair in June/July. Please note the newsletter article at left
and contact information from our AAUW Scholarship
representative, Sally Scholl, and contact her as soon as
possible.

Volunteers get free parking and entrance for each day they
sign up to work a shift. You can also do two shifts in one
day! Seniors (age 62 for the fair) get into the fair free on
Thursdays, which allows you to give a friend your free
ticket for that day if you volunteer to work on a Thursday.

Susan Walker-Christensen, Local Scholarship Co-Chair
with Julie Gin
Committee Members: Sydney Allison, Cindy Alpert, Sally
Blackwell, Pat Campbell, Pauline Note, and Sally Scholl

Volunteers sign up for the shifts they prefer and the
locations at which they choose to work. The different
areas were described in detail in previous e-mails sent
April 12 and April 23. I (Sally Scholl) will keep track of
everyone’s shifts via e-mail. Our AAUW branch will be
given the money we earned in September. Anyone 16 or
over can volunteer.

Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW
Presents
The Affordable Healthcare Law:
Benefits and Challenges
Speaker: Pat Snyder, MSN
Thursday, May 16; 7:00 PM
Ygnacio Valley Library

Please contact Sally Scholl if you can help or have
questions.
Sally Scholl, San Ramon AAUW Alameda County Fair
Fundraiser Coordinator

Scholarship Awards Update

2661 Oak Grove Road, Walnut Creek
No Charge
Sponsored in Partnership with
The League of Women Voters
Contributed by Holly Sauer, President,
Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW
The Local Scholarship Committee has received 10
applications for a scholarship this year.
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interview panel (comprising Judy Bracken, Chris Burchik,
Sia Sauer, and Lucy Weed). I acted as the pilot, and
sometimes the flight crew by filling in at the transitions
between segments, keeping in contact with the State
Director and the teachers, and handling the many
questions and concerns from parents.

Tech Trek

There are still more “segments” occurring and more to
come with Tech Trek. So, more thanks are in order: Renu
Deshpande is the point person who is shepherding us
through the Ice Cream Social (the pre-camp event to get
our campers’ [and their parents’] questions answered
before they head off to camp); and Sherri Hedman has
volunteered to write thank-you notes to those generous
individuals (and sometimes, corporations) that donate to
Tech Trek. And there are still the fundraising efforts that
need to occur to put monies into the coffers for next year.
Of course, we are always happy to accept any donations,
however big or small, to Tech Trek! Again, I am truly
grateful to those individuals who helped to make Tech
Trek such a success again this year. Stay tuned for more
information as our campers attend and return from
Sonoma State. You will meet them personally at the
September brunch!

The selection process for the 2013 Tech Trek camp is
complete. The following students have been chosen to
attend camp this year at Sonoma State from June 23–29:
Amisha Kambath (Windemere)
Alison Lee (Windemere)
Amanda Mount (Windemere)
Ariyana Kermanizadeh (Pine Valley)
Aysha Patel (Windemere)
Jessica Chao (Iron Horse)

Laurie Dennen, Tech Trek Coordinator

We also chose the following girls as alternates in the event
that one of the selected campers cannot attend camp: Ria
Arora (Windemere) and Resha Panda (Windemere).
Sadly, Gale Ranch Middle School did not nominate any
students again this year. However, we are thrilled with the
students who were nominated from Windemere, Pine
Valley, and Iron Horse. It was a difficult task again this
year to choose the finalists.
I had a terrific group of ladies helping me this year with
the Tech Trek selection process and I really appreciate the
time and effort that each of them put into learning each of
their respective segments of the process. I broke the
selection process down into about five separate segments
this year and there was a point person who then either
handled their segment on their own or assembled a
subcommittee to help them carry out the duties associated
with their portion of the selection process. I give a special
thank you to Kandy Fitch and Renu Deshpande for
sending out the selection criteria to the various schools; to
Deb Marconi for sending the essay packets to nominees
and gathering the applications and essays; to Marsha
Froines and Stella Hadjimarkos for assembling the
subcommittee to read and score the essays; to Chris
Burchik for assembling the interview panel, conducting
the interviews, and selecting the finalists; and to Lucy
Weed for notifying the finalists and the alternates, and
gathering the required documentation from the finalists. A
special thank you to the essay reading committee
(comprising Cindy Alpert, Marsha Froines, Stella
Hadjimarkos, Faye Issacson, and Joy Perkins) and the

Happy Mother’s Day
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AAUW Funds

13th Annual
Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek
Garden Tour

Legal Advocacy Fund

Friday, May 10 and Saturday, May 11
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
$30 Seniors/$35 for 12 and over
Refreshments will be available at one home
Sexual Assault Awareness Month

This is our major fundraiser of the year. Proceeds benefit
the AAUW Educational Foundation for aspiring women
scholars. Our tour features five beautiful Danville, Alamo,
and Walnut Creek gardens.

April was Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and the 2013
National Sexual Assault Awareness Month campaign
focuses on healthy sexuality and its connection to child
sexual abuse prevention. AAUW’s research report,
Crossing the Line: Sexual Harassment at School, shows
just how early sexual harassment and sexual violence
begin. However, it doesn’t just affect youth. In the United
States, nearly one in five women surveyed
(http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/15/health/nearly-1-in5-women-in-us-survey-report-sexual-assault.html?_r=1&)
said they had been raped or had experienced an attempted
rape. If these statistics trouble you, you can take action.
Visit the AAUW website
(http://www.aauw.org/2013/04/01/sexual-assaultawareness-3/) to find 10 ways you can prevent sexual
violence and help survivors of all ages.

Contact gardentour@aauw-daw.org for more information.
Contributed by Holly Sauer, President,
Danville-Alamo-Walnut Creek AAUW

One of the primary ways that AAUW is working on this
issue is by supporting survivors of military sexual assault
through its case support program. Additionally, AAUW
sponsored the Service Women’s Action Network Summit
about military sexual assault, which was held in
Washington, D.C. in mid-April.

Don’t forget to vote in AAUW elections!
AAUW CA voting is through May 11.
AAUW National voting is through June 10.

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to LAF
to help balance the scales of justice for women.
Jeanne Benedetti, AAUW Funds VP
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Interest Groups

Interest Groups

DAYTIMERS
Wednesday, May 1; 9:15 AM–2:00 PM
Tour of Peerless Coffee and Tea in Oakland
We’ll tour Peerless Coffee and have lunch in the Jack
London Square area.
Meet at CVS/Marketplace at 9:15 AM to carpool.
RSVP to Chris White

CHINESE MAH JONG
First Tuesday and Third Thursday
Tuesday, May 7; 7:00 PM
Hostess: Chris White

Thursday, May 23 *Note special date*
Hostess: Lucy Weed
++++++++++
GAME NIGHT
First Saturday
Saturday, May 4; 7:30 PM
Hostess: Arlene Addison

Please RSVP to the hostess.
If you have questions about this group, contact
Beth Allen
++++++++++

Questions? Contact Lucy Weed

WALKING GROUP
Saturday, May 18; 9:00 AM **Note special date**
Meet at the Bollinger Park and Ride at 9:00 AM to carpool
to the Big Break Regional Shoreline in Oakley for an easy
3-mile walk. Estimated time of return is 12:30 PM.
Let us know you are coming, and we will wait for you.
Diane Griffiths
Lois Kamoroff

++++++++++
LUNCH BUNCH
First Tuesday
Tuesday, May 7; 11:30 AM
YiPing Restaurant
838-3233
2416 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon
Join us to try a different Chinese restaurant. YiPing serves
authentic, organic cuisine and says they are proud to be
eco-friendly. The restaurant is on the eastern side of
SRVB just south of Crow Canyon Road. Please RSVP to
Marsha by Sunday, May 5 so she can make a reservation.
If you would like to be a part of this group, contact
Marsha Froines

++++++++++

++++++++++
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Interest Groups

Interest Groups

READING SOCIETY
Third Monday
Monday, May 20; 7:00 PM
We’ll discuss Clara and Mr. Tiffany, by Susan Freeland at
the home of
Anne Hayden

FOURTH FRIDAY FLICKS
Friday, May 24
Organizer: Mary Venkat
We meet on the fourth Friday of each month to enjoy a
movie chosen by the Monthly Organizer. Contact the
Monthly Organizer via e-mail if you are interested in
joining us.
If you would like to receive these e-mails, please contact
Chris White

RSVP to Anne.
Reading Society's Book Review of our April read: Carter
Beats the Devil, by Glen David Gold
At our April meeting, the Reading Society interest group
decided we should submit short reviews of that month’s
book for inclusion in the branch newsletter. Those who did
not attend the meeting may thus learn what fellow
members said about that month’s book, and non-group
members may better assess what books to put, or not put,
on their reading lists. In April, about 10 of us discussed
Carter Beats the Devil by native Californian Glen David
Gold. There was consensus that we recommend this book
as an entertaining and fun read; it’s a “hoot.” Things we
like about the book: It's based on a real person (Carter the
Great, an American and internationally known magician
who died in 1936), it's set in the San Francisco Bay Area,
there's a lot of history, and we like the story—the book’s
main theme of magic. There was only one thing we didn't
like: It's kind of long at ~500 pages.
Marielle Boortz, April book reviewer
If you have questions, contact
Cheri Ng

++++++++++
TRAVEL GROUP
We are indebted to April Rovero for her outstanding
presentation about the mountain gorillas of Rwanda. It
was informative and interesting.
The Travel Group is taking a rest for the summer and will
reconvene in the fall. Please stop by our table at the
annual membership brunch in September to learn more
about our program plans for 2013–2014.
Travel Group programs are open to AAUW members,
their spouses, friends and significant others. We'd love to
see you at our events this year! Because refreshments are
served at our events, please respond positively to this
event's hostess if you can attend.
Renae Buckser
Anne Hayden
++++++++++
CORK ‘N’ FORK
We gather to enjoy great food and excellent company. For
more information, contact
Janice Colby

+++++++++
TUESDAY NIGHT BRIDGE
Third Tuesday
Tuesday, May 21; 7:00 PM
Hostess: Renee Coles

++++++++++
RSVP required: Call Renee as soon as possible to let her
know if you are playing or not.

WANNA GO (BUT NOT BY YOURSELF?)
E-mail me and I will let the group know you are
interested. Group members who are also interested will
contact you to schedule your excursion!
Marsha Froines

Questions? Contact Chris White
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MAY 2013

Sunday

5

Monday

6

Tuesday

7 11:30 AM
Lunch Bunch
Marsha
Froines

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
9:15AM
Daytimers tour
Peerless Coffee
Chris White

2

3

4
7:30 PM
Game Night
Lucy Weed

8

9

10
10 AM
to 4:00 PM
D-A-WC
AAUW
Garden Tour

11 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM
D-A-WC
AAUW
Garden Tour

7:00 PM
Mah Jong
Chris White
12
Happy
Mother’s Day!

13
6:00 PM
Installation
Dinner
Renae Buckser

14
5:00 PM
Board Meeting
Stella
Hadjimarkos

15
Newsletter
deadline

16
7:00 PM
D-A-WC
AAUW
Program

17

18
9:00 AM
Walking Group
Diane Griffiths

19

20
7:00 PM
Reading
Society
Anne Hayden

21
7:00 PM
Bridge
Renee Coles

22

23
7:00 PM
Mah Jong
Julie Gin

24
Fourth Friday
Flicks
Mary Venkat

25

26
9:30 AM
to 5:30 PM
Ice Cream Sale
at San Ramon
Art & Wind
Festival

27 9:30 AM
to 5:30 PM
Ice Cream
Sale at San
Ramon Art &
Wind Festival

28

29

30

31

SNIPPETS
If you have a Snippet item (family events, career changes, etc.) that you would like to share with branch members, please
contact Marsha Froines. This column depends on member contributions.

Save the Dates
June 9–12: AAUW National Convention, New Orleans
September 7: San Ramon AAUW Annual Membership Brunch, Crow Canyon Country Club
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